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2025 - 2026
Membership Plan

Vision: Teamwork Drives Results
Focus: Building Stronger posts through membership.
Goal: 100% membership by May 2026
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The strength of the team 1s
each individual member.

The strength of each
member 1s the team.
Collective Commitment:
Every member plays a critical role.
Shared Efforts:
Retention requires everyone’s participation
Organizational Strength:

Growth expands our impact for veterans
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Strengthening our initiatives requires
active Membership Chairs at every level:

Post, District, Area, &
Department
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Department Membership Goals 2025-2026

September 4, 2025
October 1, 2025
November 5, 2025
December 3, 2025
January 7, 2026
February 4, 2026
March 4, 2026
April 1, 2026

May 6, 2026

May 31, 2026

Early bird kickoff
Fall Meetings
Veteran’s Day
Pearl Harbor Day
Mid-Winter
Presidents Day
Legion Birthday
Children and Youth

Armed Forces Day

50%

55%

65%

75%

80%

85%

90%

95%

100%

100+1 mbr%
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September 10, 2025
October 15, 2025
November 13, 2025
December 10, 2025
January 14, 2026
February 11, 2026
March 11, 2026
April 8, 2026

May 13, 2026
Delegate Strength

Early bird kickoff
Fall Meetings
Veteran’s Day
Pearl Harbor Day
Mid-Winter
Presidents Day
Legion Birthday
Children and Youth

Armed Forces Day

National Membership Goals 2025-2026

50%
55%
65%
75%
80%
85%
90%
95%
100%

30 days prior to convention
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Membership Renewal Schedule 2025-2026

o Cut Off Dates Renewal Mail Dates
=
> May 14, 2025 July 1-8, 2025
o
é September 10, 2025 October 4-10, 2025
o
= October 15, 2025 November 8-14, 2025
=
§ December 10, 2025 January 3-9, 2026
om
February 11, 2026 March 1-8, 2026
April 8, 2026 May 2-8, 2026
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Goals
2025-2026
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amercar - * Continue to work 2025 membership
until December 31, 2025 to get ALL
of our members to renew.

* 90% Retention or higher
* 50% of Posts at 100% by May 6, 2026
 District Race to the Top Winners

102,643 total members in
Department

BASIC MEMBERSHIP TRAINING

SERVlCE. UNITY.
5% x X X

JOIN THE LEGION * 2 or more DMS transfers each Post

HONOR. SERVE. REMEMBER
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How are we going to get there?

Set Clear Targets

e Specific goals for each level

Provide Resources

¢ Training and materials

Build Relationships

e Connect with veterans

Track Progress

e Regular reviews and adjustments
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Host an
"Open House"
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Post Revitalizations

Evaluate Status

Develop Strategy

Implement Changes
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Rebuild Membership

Celebrate Success
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Keys to Member Satisfaction:
Family Unity

Work together across organizations.

Member Input

Listen to what they want

Communication
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Keep everyone informed

Unique Approach

Not all post are the same
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BASIC MEMBERSHIP TRAINING
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Membership Drives

1 Pre-Planning

Set goals, prepare materials

2 Promotion

Advertise event widely

3 Execution

Run well-organized drive

4 Follow-Up

Contact prospects promptly

Deparment
of Haridg

Yenariimne
A De(..‘l
—==pA MERIC \
===

LEGION ot Floride

JOIN US TODAY

..f»-e.Are you an honorably
" discharged Veteran of

- currently serving in the
u.s. Military?

, —_—
If 5o, the American Legion

wants you fo join the nafion’s
largest Veterans’ organization,

7 Veterans Legislation gnd Benefits

7 National Security and Flag Protection
7 Children and Youth Programs

7 Scholarships and Financigl Aid
7 Community Engagement

Far more information ahaut The American
< Legian, please confaet your local Post o
PODO@®E

visit our website gt www.ﬂmidnleginn_nrg.

| @
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Acceptable Forms of Verification

Military Documentation
e DD-214 discharge papers
e Active Duty ID Card

* Retired Military ID Card Verification Process

Government ID <J) * Check eligibility dates

* Verify honorable service
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* Florida Driver’s License with “V”
* VA Health Card
* Other state veteran designation
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Membership Data Form

.'HH: AMERICAN LEGION | MEMBER DATA FORM p.. | |

[ EL TR P

MEMBERSHIF RECORD CHANGE

Lo corarissd Honanay Lile MemBamfap Loca Pyl Lialals

Pl vt ate hoddi an dlictad oMice or appomtmant wathan the Dapastmmi er Grtee

MAME CORRECTION

F '\.‘..l | -| |:-:}\.-- | |'\._-.| |

HEW ADDRESS

EMAIL ADDRESS

DATE OF BIRTH | CONTIRUOUS FEARS OF MEMBERSHI®

e S i GEMDER |
M rritsas Trarateimng Tk e Mals ! 1= Farnale

AR BRA Ve ol thar sppki

T Glo bl War on Tevaram T Parwra [T vietnam T &w

T G War I Greradslshancn [ Kares [ Diter o icia

ERANCH OF SERVICE

Bir Tz AIFTF I Croast Gandd I eanram [T Merchunt Wanres [RWT anky [T ey [T Spoce Force

SEE INSTRLACTIONS ON NEXT FAGE
L B0 (B PR LI Madzarad Headguesisrs Lapy
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DMS Membership

What is the Difference Between the DMS400 and the
DMS400AD?

Work the DMS List

©)
<
=
<
o
|_
=
I
)
o
Ll
0
>
(WN]
=
O
)
<<
0

===AMERICAN Department
o LEGION | ofForida



Community Involvement

Be / Get Involved in the Community:

* Clubs

* Youth Athletics

* Fraternal Organizations
* Schools

* College Campuses
 Chamber of Commerce
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* Set up an American Legion booth at local community events,
festivals, fairs or in shopping malls and store fronts.

* Ask you relatives and neighbors
* Talk with Active Duty & Guard Reserve Units

* If your Post is just 5 to 10 members away from reaching 100%,
consider having the Post cover their dues to help achieve full
membership.

* Hold a 50/50 raffle.

* Work with your District team to bring in DMS400 AD members
to reach goals.
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. Teaching Know'edge

Coaching

¢
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MyLegion.org

LEGION.ORG ~ SHOPONLINE LOGOUT

LEGION.ORG —
.
MY ACCOUNT
E MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS GIVE RESOURCES SHOP CONTACT
o Home > My Account
(a vl it My Groups W_Pust 0495 \v‘
et MY ACCOUNT ——d
==
(%)
oc MY INFORMATION MY CONTACT INFORMATION TAL MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY
(NN]
ae) Bk & Dendsphicy Member Name Edit Status: Active
2 Military Service 700 N Pennsylvania St BT T 12/31/2020
L ) Indianapolis, IN 46204-1129 k3 i
Contact Information
2 Member Post: 1 Year
Addresses i
(@) Phone: (555)555-4444 Edit Membesship
7-, Emergency Contacts @ Add Email testemdrlogin@gmail.com IndEira Post 0475
< Username / Password Member Number: _
(aa]
MEMBERSHIP
R
Membership Card
MY SUBSCRIPTIONS
Membership Details
SAL MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY
Member Discounts The American Legion Magazine Details
Committees Expires: 8/31/2022 Status: Active
SUBSCRIPTIONS Delivery Print Rarc: Thul Dirte: 22iSL2020
Member Post: 1 Year
Status: Active
B Membership
E-newsletters The American Legion Magazine Details Indiana Squadron
Magazine Q49>
Expires: 8/31/2021

==AMERICAN Department

LEGION | oiForida




Expectations

‘ Commitment
‘ Accountability
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Maintain an open line of communication. Please don’t be
afraid to ask for help!

- &CD
’ -t power of =

Gommun\ca’c\

yalue .[1 ‘3,11006'33 \
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Working together as a team, we should be able to
accomplish our goals
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Membership Awards
ﬁ Post

= Individual
> Awards Awards
<
National o
Awards District

Awards
s
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Post 100% Membership May 6, 2026

All Posts achieving 100% membership by May 6, 2026,

will receive:

* 100% Certificate

* 100% De
* 100% De
* 100% De

nartment Ribbon
nartment Pins

nartment Coins
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Department wide American Legion
Membership Drive

Category | 15 - 199 members
Category Il 200 - 499 members
Category Il 500 - 999 members

Category IV 1,000 — 1,499 members
Category V 1,500 plus members

November 1, 2025 & March 1, 2026

* The post with the highest percentage of membership in
each of the five categories achieving the highest increase
in membership by November 15,2025 and March 15,
2026, will receive a check for $150.00.  —sucrenn
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Post Highest Percentage of Membership Award

Category | 15 - 199 members
Category Il 200 - 499 members
Category Il 500 - 999 members

Category IV 1,000 — 1,499 members
Category V 1,500 plus members

The Post with the highest percentage of membership in each of
the 5 categories by May 31, 2026, will receive a8200 check. No
forms are needed; Department verified.
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103% National Commander Award

* The National Commander will present their National
Commander pin to any post, district, county, division or
Department Commander or membership chair, who
achieves 103 percent of their assighed membership goal
for 2026.
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District Commander
“Race to the Top” Competition

Race to the Top Categories

Category | 15-1,499 members
Category Il 1,500 — 2,999 members
Category Il 3,000 — 4,999 members

Category IV 5,000 — 7,499 members
Category V 7,500 plus members
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e To Qualify District Membership has to be 100% or above by March 31,
2026

 Competition is divided into five categories based on the membership of
the District without regard to geographic locations.

e Based on the final membership year totals
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 1st Place: The District Commander and a guest in each category will
receive a trip to the 107t National Convention as a distinguished
guest of the National Commander, including round-trip airfare, tickets
to the National Commanders’ Banquet, and hotel accommodations for
six days and five nights. They will also receive caps signifying they are
Race to the Top winners, awarded on stage at National Convention
with ribbons for each of the districts’ posts.

« 2"d Place: The District Commanders in each category whose district
membership represents the second-highest percentage over the final
previous year will receive a $500 check.

* 3rd Place: The District Commanders in each category whose district
membership represents the second-highest percentage over the final
previous year will receive a $375 check.
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District Commander’s New Post Achievement Award

* District Commanders who help create a new American
Legion post in their respective districts and have the new
posts' temporary charter application on file at National
Headquarters by May 6, 2026, will receive framed
certificate.
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100%+1 & Highest Percentage of Membership
District/Area Commander Achievement Award

* The District Commanders and Area Commanders who achieve 100% +1
by May 31, 2026, will be recognized on stage at the Department
Convention and will receive a framed certificate.

* The District Commander and Area Commander with the highest
percentage by May 31, 2026, will also receive a special dinner invitation
with The Department Commander in recognition of their outstanding
leadership.
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National Membership Awards

There are too many awards to list here! For a complete overview
of qualifications and available awards, be sure to check the
Membership Manual. Remember, many awards from the
Department require applications, so don’t forget to review the
forms and deadlines.
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Remember everyone should BEEEONEto prevent veteran
suicide, everyone should BEEONE for membership.
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Qiéytony?
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