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Michael “Gambler” Raymond, Commander
commander@floridalegion.org

In my first article, as Department
Commander, | feel that | should
show my appreciation, respect, and
gratitude for three very special
people. The three immediate past
Commanders that have guided

me through the maze we call
Department leadership. Rick, Jerry,
and Eunice were and still are a big
part of my growing up in the Department, and | know I'm a
better leader for it. Each has a different mentoring style, and |
learned that early on. As we worked in unison to achieve their
goals, I was educated and well-educated. | want to thank them
all from the bottom of my heart.

0f course, each of us has our own leadership style, and | have
mine. Surround yourself with people who will do the job and do
it to the best of their ability. In the area of membership, I've
done just that. Seven of the most accomplished individuals in
Department membership today. They are all striving to achieve
our goals and educate our members. This will be challenging,
but | know we can do it. Department Membership Chair Bruce
Carl is a proven membership genius, having won not one but

Commander’s Goal: $50,0
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two back-to-back “Race To The Top” awards while serving as
District Commander.

I'm also very proud of our training team, led by National
Legion College Grad and currently Northern Area Commander
Lena Heredia Perez. Along with another Legion College grad,
Randy Holeyfield, and Southern Area Commander Johnny Castro,
we have a team that cares about the future of our Department.
Along with the over forty “Train the Trainer” graduates, there is
no limit to the Post level of training we can accomplish. Please
don't hesitate to ask if you could use a ittle help or direction
in your Post.

As some of you know, | will be traveling quite a bit in the next
11 months. Along with my official visits, there will be times
when | will stop by your Post, sometimes unannounced. It's just
the way | am. | understand everyone has other things going

on in their lives, and | don't expect you to drop everything. I'm
here to serve you, not the other way around.

Finally, | want to thank all of you that have supported me
through the years. Some of them are no longer with us and
will be missed. | promise to serve you to the best of my ability
with Integrity, Loyalty, and Purpose. Because just like you,
“I'm Proud To Be Legion!”

Commander continued on page 2 >>

@floridalegion.org
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Coming along, “Thanks to you!”

As | promised before our convention, Southwestern Area
Commander Bud Boyer, Dept. Historian Edward Lewis and |
made it our priority to tour the area devastated by Hurricane
lan. Many of you, I'm sure, are wondering just what the current
status is of the 6 Posts that sustained the most damage, where
they stand today, and if they still need assistance. On the 6th
of July, we were met by the Post Commander or designee ot
each of the Posts, and here are the results. The great photos
courtesy of the one and only Edward “Snappy” Lewis.

Arcadia, Post K-11

We met with Commander Ron Jones at the Post and were very
impressed with the progress. They had opened the Tiki Bar
about two months earlier o help generate income. The interior
of the main building is now open and has hosted several
District Riders meetings. If you are familiar with this Post, it
has been flooded a few times before, but never to this extent.
They have taken steps to remedy the flooding issue by replacing
the walls with waterproof insulation and metal sheeting, which
can be removed to allow for drying out the interior. They are
doing well and, under Commander Ron’s guidance, will come
back as strong as ever.

Port Charlotte, Post 110

We were greeted by incoming Commander Steve Copeland
when we arrived at Post 110. Current Post Commander Jay
Hemingway joined us to tour the up-and-coming, totally
refurbished interior of the main building. The new roof has
been completed for a while now, and ceilings and walls are
crrently being replaced. They have a goal of a soft opening
on July 16th, which | believe is a bit aggressive, but | wish
them luck. The Tiki Bar out back has been in operation since
the hurricane, so technically, this Post never closed. With your
help, they were able to feed hundreds of people daily thanks
to all the volunteers at the Post. They will be back, stronger
and hetter!
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Post 192, Ft Myers

We were greeted by the new Commander, Craig Brock

of Post 192. This family has come together so well after

the devastation of lan. The building now has a new roof,
bathrooms, paint, and file. It has been transformed thanks to
the assistance of its members, local businesses, and people
from around the State and country. A lot of the work has been
done by Craig and his crew on a self-help basis. They are now
open and welcome you to their Post.

Post 303, Bonita Springs

Rod Rodriguez of Post 303 met us at the Post and gave us

a tour of the interior of the Post. He explained that the plans
are in place, and they are just waiting on the permits to begin
construction. According to Rod, they will rebuild, and it will be
better than ever. They are looking at reopening around the end
of the calendar year. Post 303 is currently working with the
Bonita VFW, conducting their meetings and fundraisers.

Post 274, Ft Myers Beach

After Hurricane lan destroyed Post 274 from the inside out,
Commander Joe Bullock wasted no time getting his Post back in
business. Utilizing self-help and Post funds and your donations,
they initiated the clean-up in record time and began the
rebuild. They completed the rebuild of the west side of the Post
and were ready to open for business, but as luck would have
it, red tape would delay the opening. But perseverance paid
off, and they are now open. They offer a full bar and lunches
every day.

Post 123, Sanibel

Commander John Hird of Post 123 has had a few hurdles to
overcome through this whole ordeal, with very little money and
even fewer volunteers. But he felt he had to do something. He
communicated with the 13th District about cleaning up the Tiki
and opening for the Road Race they have every year. When
asked for volunteers to help, more than 30 Legion families
from all over the 13th District showed up in the sweltering
heat. And they got the Job done! They were open the following
weekend. The building itself will be a challenge, but with the
strength of District 13, they will get the job done.

UPCOMING
EVENTS

AUGUST 2023

2 Invasion of Kuwait “Operation Desert Shield” (]990)'

26 Women's Equality Day

& Commander attendance tentative.

¥ Department of Florida event.

¢ National event.

Events are subject to change. More details af floridalegion.org.
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Plans for a New Year

Chris Hamrick, 1st Vice Commander
Istvice@legionmail.org
Greetings, Fellow Legionnaires.

As of this writing, we are off to

a good start to the year. Our
Commander has set a high mark
for us to achieve, and I'm excited
to have the opportunity to work
with you toward that goal. In my
travels so far, | see motivation and
innovation. Thinking outside the box will get us over the top
this year and having fun while we do it makes it better. I'm
looking forward to getting into your areas and sharing some
of the innovations I've seen so far... spreading the cool ideas
around. I'm talking about the “M” word. Yes. MEMBERSHIP.

4

We hear it constantly and will continue to listen to the word
because it is integral o every other conversation that we can
have whether that conversation is Programs, Volunteerism,

or other. It comes back to MEMBERS willing to take part.
Members are the lifeblood of our organization. I'll be working
alongside the Department Commander and Area membership
chairs throughout this year working on our plan.

August will be a busy month as we continue gathering
momentum and getting our feet under us. Lots of events are
happening all over, and installations are coming to a close.
Training will be the key to success, and our Department training
team will be available to assist. Continuity is going to be a
must. Everyone is trained on the same information and working
on the same Department goals. Let’s dig our feet in and work
together.

Looking forward to National Membership Workshop in
Indianapolis, IN, at the end of the month. Keep it Real. Peace.

Leadership

Jessica Moore, 2nd Vice Commander
2ndvice@legionmail.org

| heard this quote about
leadership, and it made a deep
impact on me. “Leadership is
the creation of an environment
‘ in which others are able to

| self-actualize in the process of
completing the job.”

| believe if all of our actions
inspire others to dream bigger, learn as much as we can do
as much as possible, and become the best we can, then we
are all leaders in our own way. I'd love to challenge every
one of you. Whatever your position in your Post is, be the
best you can.

As American Legion Department Second Vice, | am
challenging myself as well. As | travel around our wonderful
state of Florida, | may ask you, what are you doing fo be
the best Legionnaire you can be? | look forward to your
answer.

New Legion Year and National Convention

Jim Ramos, NEC
nec@legionmail.org

Hello, to All The American Legion
members of the Department of
Florida. August marks the start
of our 2023-2024 year, with our
Department Commander Michael
Raymond. We need fo go back
to Basic Training and get our
members back in our Posts.

For those of you attending National Convention, in Charlotte,
NG, please travel safely. Make sure you have Phone numbers
of your Legion family you can call in case you need any

assistance along the way. Plan your trip ahead, with safety in

mind, for your travels to Charlotte, NC.

===AMERICAN

LEGION

Department of Florida

VISIT OUR

WEBSITE
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Remember, as your National Executive Committee Member for
the Department of Florida, | will represent all of our members.
I need you to do some homework, as well. Please obtain and
read the National protocol and NEC manual:

1. Rule of the National Executive Committee of The
American Legion (Revised Oct 14-15, 2020)

2. Uniform Code of Procedure for the Organization of
National Conventions of The American Legion (Revised
May 10-11, 2017)

3. Charter of The American Legion National Constitution and
By-laws (dated August 27-29, 2019)

These manuals are available online at legion.org, where you
can also find other manuals available for download free of
charge.

floridalegion.org
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You voted for me because my Integrity, Honesty, and Loyalty
are the characteristics | hold true. | will stand with you always
to better service our Veterans and their families of our great
the Department of Florida. | will confinue to work for you and
the Department of Florida.

Thank You all. My name is still Jim, and if you have
something you would like me to assist or help with, please
use your chain of command first.

If you don't get answers, email me af NEC@legionmail.org
or 352-226-4370, and | will try to get you a response as
quickly as possible. Thank You.

NEWS, FORMS, VETERAN RESOURCES,
UPCOMING EVENTS, AND MORE

alegion.org
Dfloridalegion.org

2023-2024 COMMANDER MICHAEL “GAMBLER” RAYMOND




Department of Florida Newsletter

THE LEGION LINK

AUGUST 2023

VOLUME XXXII - ISSUE 1

National Convention Information

Jerry Brandt, ANEC
anec@legionmail.org
Comrades,

First, | want to congratulate all the
new officers and those who are
there for a 2nd year within your
Department, Area, District, and Posts
positions. | hope you start out strong
on the goals that elected you and
finish as a successful officer for this
year. Please remember that the goals of the American Legion
and your goals should be the betterment of our fellow Veterans
and their families. If you need assistance, reach out to your
chain of command, they can assist in getting you the needed
training and guidance for whatever problem you encounter.
Best wishes for a successful year.

History Lesson

Edward Lewis, Historian

historian@legionmail.org

: | | | was sitfing at my counter,
drinking a cup of “Chock full 0’
Nuts” coffee and pondering what
| wanted to write for my first
“Legion Link” arficle.

It was very simple.

| wanted to say “thank you.
want fo thank those who convinced
me to run again as your Department Historian. First, and
most importantly, my wife, Dana. However, | believe she just
wanted me out of the house and out of her hair.

nl

Ledisy

Challenge for Central Area

Bob Matheson, Central Area Commander
central@legionmail.org

| want to express my sincere thanks
to all the Central Area for allowing
me the opportunity to serve you
once again as the Central Area
Commander. If you have yet to hear,
our Department Commander has set
a lofty goal for membership this
year. He says that he wants to stop

20 PLEASE SUPPORT
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On the “Be the One” campaign, on July 10th, a resolution was
passed by the National Executive Committee by a vote of YES -
57: NO — 2; ABSTAIN — 0. The effect of the resolution is that
The American Legion will join in a coalition started by USAA

to foster veteran suicide prevention awareness. The American
Legion will not be obligated to comply with any actions with
which The American Legion disagrees. This resolution will
inifially be implemented by the Marketing Commission and
later become the responsibility of the VA&R Commission.
Meanwhile, all commissions will cooperate to assist in
preventing veteran suicide.

The 104th National Convention is this month in Charlotte, NC,
August 25-31. If you are planning to attend, please remember
that unless you are on stage during the general assembly,
business casual is the uniform of the day. As usual, there are
many events you can attend, including Color Guard and Post
Band contests. Exhibit Hall and Emblem Sales, Charlotte Exhibit

As of this writing, the Commander and | have hit the ground
running. But this isn’t a travelogue; this is supposed to be more
instructional than anything. So, let’s instruct...

| have already received a few requests for photographs from
the most recent Department Convention. | Post all my pictures
on the Department’s Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
floridalegion/photos).

This is the most convenient place fo find the photographs that
you seek. If you do not see the photo there, chances are very
good | did not photograph it. Please, please, please, do not fell
me you do not use Social Media. | have preached the benefits
of social media for too many years now. And, Of course, there
is also that Social Media Chair polo shirt | wear...

the slide and tumn membership back to an increase! He has
challenged us to increase the membership across the State by
one thousand members from our numbers last year. So here is
my challenge to the Central Areq, let us make our goal to get
at least one hundred members over our number in each District.

We have the people to do it. Now is the time to work DMS —
Post 400. Get them into our Posts. Show the Commander that
the 7th, 15th, and 16th Districts always lead the way.

INTEGRITY % LOYALTY » PURPOSE

Hall, will be open. And if you have plenty of time, the 96th
American Legion World Series will be in Shelby, N.C., on August
10 - 15.

But the main reason to attend the National Convention is to
learn. Classes and lectures will be available once the schedule
comes out. Go to these events, reach out and meet other
attendees from around the country, and find out what they

do; you will be surprised at how far advanced Florida is on our
various programs. Go to the meetings, and there will be many,
plus you may be assigned meetings to attend; if so, come back
with the information they give out and share it with everyone.

To learn more about the National Convention, visit www.legion.
org/convention or www.floridalegion.org, News & Events,
National Convention, for any updates.

| hope to see you there in Charlotte.

From the Historian’s side of things. For our new Historians,
instructions on creating a history book can be found in the
Commander’s Guidebook each Post receives at Department
Convention. | also have a few PowerPoints that | can email
you. Of course, there will be a class at this year's conference;
if you haven't already started gathering your material by
then, you are already behind the proverbial eight-ball. Start
gathering all the information you think is pertinent now, and
we can sort it out together. In the beginning, it is betfer fo
have too much information than not enough.

In closing, | wanted to thank Phil Crouthamel for a job well
done. “Fair winds and following seas” Phillip. You set the
bar high.

ATTENTION:

The Department of Florida will no longer offer Legion
emblem/logo merchandise in its online store. National

recently informed us of Resolution 10 from Fall of 2012,
which prohibits our store. To remain in compliance we will

begin phasing out our online store. Non-emblemy/logo
items are still available online while supplies last.

We will keep you updated as we continue this process.
Thank you for your continued support and patience.

www.floridalegion.org
oridalegion.org

legionlin
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Basics, Membership and Training

Joe Marcheggiani, Eastern Area Commander
eastern@legionmail.org
Greetings, Eastern Areq,

Itis a pleasure to serve all of you in
District 6 and District 12 this year. |
have been traveling to many of our
posts over the past fifteen years as
a Legion Rider. We know each other.
If 1 can help in any way, reach

out. There will be several areas of
concentration within the Eastern Area this year.

Firstly training, we have been instructed to get back fo Basics,
and that we will do. Covid has thrown a monkey wrench into

Integrity

Lena Heredia-Perez, Northern Area Commander
northem@legionmail.org

| want to extend my gratitude to
the Northern Area Membership
for the confidence that you have
placed in me to lead the Northern
Area in a successful year. It is

no secret that the Department of
Florida has a plethora of great
present/future leaders; however, |
also know that the Northern Area
is in good hands with the current leadership: 17th District
Commander Jim Bowers, 5th District Commander Miguel
Garcia, 4th District Commander Doug Hockenberry, and 3rd

Legion Family working Together

Rico Thomas, 9th District Commander
district9@legionmail.org

| want to take this opportunity to
say “Thank You” to The Mighty

9th District for electing me District
Commander. This opportunity to be
District Communder is humbling and

I have served my country in the
Army, the first military branch, as a
Combat Infantryman in Desert Storm. My service to this country
has given me the right to be a proud Legionnaire.

20 PLEASE SUPPORT
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our procedures. It's time to fix that. Please become familiar
with your bylaws and Sops. If you are an officer, have the
associated manuals at hand and follow them. All officers in
the chain of command should know their job description and
perform it. If you have a better idea, run it up the flagpole and
see what happens. The Officers Guide, Post Adjutants Manual,
and District Commanders Guide have everything you need to
know to accomplish legion business accordingly. Review how
to conduct a meeting. | have seen many variations in my
numerous post-visits during this installation cycle, but there is
only one.

Secondly, membership is what drives the Legion and pays

the bills. Everyone in the area, please ry to recruit one new
member a month. It is not as difficult as it may seem. | live
by the old Apocalypse Now creed “Never get off the Boat,” but

District Commander Stuart Scott.

This year we will be successful in all that we do because we are
going to work fogether as a team and put action behind the
words Getfing Back to the Basics. We will do this by focusing
on Training our members at the Post/District Level, getting
more involved in our communities, and working membership,
all while having fun!

| am a firm believer that, as an organization, we need to put
more emphasis on retention. If we cannot retain our current
membership, then we have little to no business recruiting new
members. We ALL need to Get Back fo the Basics and find out
why our members are not renewing their membership and

I served my first post as Assistant Adjutant. After three months
and two training sessions, | became the Post Adjutant and
Program Chair. At my new post, | proudly serve as the Service
Officer. Being a Service Officer gives me immense pleasure fo
be a resource just to serve people.

After attending o district meeting, | remember asking the
District Commander to be a part of the 9th District. The
commander appointed me as the Historian for the district. |
had no clue about the job’s description, but | was instructed

to “use my phone to take some pictures.” | went a step
further and bought a camera. | started taking pictures and had

INTEGRITY % LOYALTY » PURPOSE

we all do occasionally. I am not asking to talk to strangers; |
am asking you to talk to fellow veterans. We do that easily, |
know, Be the One.

And finally, Participation. Attend a meeting. Attend a District
meeting. Attend an Area training. Attend the Department
convention and conferences. If you do, thank you. If you don't
give it a try, it is amazing what you will lean and see how
this big machine we call The American Legion works. We do
fabulous things in communities across this area, state, and
nation. And it will be all the better with you taking part also.

I'am also looking for Program Chairpersons. If inferested,
please email me; thanks.

See you soon.

address the issues head-on, no matter how uncomfortable it
may be for the leadership.

In closing, | look forward to working with each and every
one of you this coming year, and | know that we will have a
successful year if we all stay focused on our mission and lead
with infegrity.

=]
3
4
e

ACCOUNTAEILITY

HONEST
Marals

" (OREVALUES
| |

them posted to the 9th District Facebook page. | have gladly
performed double duty by being the District's Historian and
District Vice Commander.

| have noticed during my time on the district's staff that
Posts do not reach the Legion’s standard because of the lack
of training. | needed and wanted fo know more about the
Legion. Therefore, | took the Basic Training online course and
am a graduate of the Florida Legion College and Train the
Trainer program. When entering a post, | have seen and felt
the difference when the Legion family is not working together.
The most amazing things happen when the Post’s Officers

9th District Commander continued on page 6 >>

www.floridalegion.org
legionlink@floridalegion.org
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are trained properly and the Post’s families work together:
Membership grows, participation increases, happiness fills the
room, and communities benefit!

The Mighty 9th District was not that mighty this past year,

District 12 Information

Bruce Thurber, 12th District Commander
district12@legionmail.org

As the incoming Commander of
the MIGHTY 12th, | look forward
to a great year. Qur team is one
of the strongest | have seen in
years. Although the economy has
been a struggle, | truly believe
our FAMILY (Legion, Auxiliary, SAL,
and Riders) will make s proud.
Throughout the district, we need
training as the way of doing business changes each year. The

District Working Parties

Eric Loyd, 13th District Commander
district13@legionmail.org

District 13 has developed district
working parties to help the Posts

On Tuesday, June 27th, our first
working party was at American
Legion Post 123 Sanibel Island.  We
are working on cleaning the property

New Horizons

Randy Holeyfield, 15th District Commander
district15@legionmail.org

We are in full swing into the
2023/2024 year, and our
Department Commander (Michael
Raymond) has membership at
the tip of the spear. With that,
every leadership level will be
pushing membership and are here
for assistance. Even more, your
District, Area, and Department
Membership Chair will be directly providing every type of

20 PLEASE SUPPORT
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but the new year has just started. We are heading in an
upward direction. The Mighty 9th District’s family leadership
of the Legion, Auxiliary, Sons, and Riders are holding planning
meetings and speaking the same language at installations.

Our collective focus for this year is membership, training

American Legion is a proud organization with many traditions
from National to those of the 12th District. | encourage each
Post, Unit, Squadron, and Chapter to embrace these traditions.
I plan on having several training sessions, and they will be
open to the entire family (DMOs love to have you). | want to
bring you the information you want. Let my team know what
you would like to see. Qur first District meeting will be at Post
81, Melbourne, on September 9th, and we will hold a Picnic at
Post 189 on Qcfober 14th.

We have two social media platforms on Facebook. One is
a page, and one is a group. They are for your use. To let

and the Tiki Bar so they can open by July 4th.

Department Commander Michael Raymond (and his wife), the
Southwestern Area Commander Bud Boyer, I, and numerous
volunteers got the job done.

Thank you to all that helped—a special thanks to Mike and
Laurene Flower from Post 90 for your assistance.

help, including in person at your post helps. There is a collective
of knowledge at every one of these leadership levels; use them
and do not hesitate to ask. The only weakness is not reaching
out to seek help and assistance, no question is too small,

and no issue cannot be resolved. Working on membership

from the starting gate makes for momentum, and momentum
areates activity. Does your post have a Membership Team?

Are they actively working on membership right now? | hope
these are hoth yeses. Some might say, What is a Membership
Team? At the post level, it should contain: Your Post Adjutant
(administrative level), your Tst Vice Commander (to gain new
members), and the other post members committed to having

INTEGRITY % LOYALTY » PURPOSE

post-leadership, and family cohesiveness. My individual focus
for this year is to visit every post and train the leaders with a
department-level trainer.

“A Family that plans together stands together, and achieves
greatness.”

everyone know what is happening in your Post, please use
them.

September 7th is our first membership goal of 50%, and

the cutoff date to stop getting renewal notices is September
13th. Remember to hit these goals; your transmittal must go
in 10 to 12 days earlier to come out on the report. Tst Vice
Commander Dan Martin is ready to help with any membership
issues. 2nd Vice Commander Jim Burk is your point of
contact on programs.

Remember, the Mighty 12th is in it to WIN

active and strong membership actions. Sometimes it may
contain the Post Commander, but it may not; either way,
even a small post should have at least two members perusing
new growth and refaining existing members. Every year we
are committed to membership, but let's get ahead of the
wave and ride it af the base of the wave where the energy is
and ride it o success.

| also want to thank my district for re-electing me to serve
them for the 2023,/2024 year. | will strive to mest your
expectations and be available to every post whenever you

15th District Commander continued on page 8 >>
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need assistance or help in even the smallest way. Your faith
in me encourages me deeply, and | will do my utmost to be
here for every post. Some posts are behind on updating their
(BL (Constitution & By-Laws), and | will be working directly
to get them to create a team to review and amend them for
timely submission to Department JA for review and approval.
Some posts even need several areas to be addressed, but
this year | want to help directly so all of the 15th District
will be up to date. As well as suggesting some post-move
their election earlier in the year and not be so close to the

American Legion Riders Schedule

Jime Wineland, American Legion Riders Chair
legionriders@legionmail.org

What a year! | want to thank all
that contributed to our record-
breaking year. Our In-State

route planners and our hotel
reservationists. The volunteers at the
POW/MIA Ride, Summit, and Rally,
we can't do this without your help.
Please brace yourself for another
challenging and rewarding year.

As info, | received a call the other day, and it's my
understanding that one of our areas met with the Coundil of
Clubs. They were invited to give them a “heads up” on some
issues they were having between the clubs. Their major concemn
was our safety and the possibility of our Rockers getting
confused with some of theirs at a stop light or in traffic. The
grievance seems fo be between the Outlaws and Mongols. We
recommend that we closely examine our Rockers to ensure they
cannot be confused with either club.

The Good Stuff!

Want a free night at the Summit and free shirts? Jump in
and design the award-winning Summit and In-State Unity
Ride shirts. The competition closes on September 15th;

details are on our website, floridalegion.org/riders.

Department Convention. Did you know that every year (as

a corporation), your post must file a corporate report to the
Secretary of State? Yes, this is the one filed on www.Sunbiz.
org, and it is due by May Tst. So when you have your elections
after May 1st, you should have filled already, and now (at
least according to the state), file an updated report if any of
your officers on that report changes. If your post would have
their elections prior to May 1st, your post would only have to
file once since you have all the new officers’ names. Therefore,
moving the election fo March or af least April would help file
your corporate report and your EQY (End Of Year) Reports that

POW/MIA Ride it's all set up on our website. Within the
first day, we received sixty (60) reservations for the ride;
remember, we are limited to 250 bikes per JSO. It's twenty
dollars (520) per bike and a twenty-five-hundred-dollars
($2500) donation going to the POW/MIA facility.

Summit, we have received the Holidays Inn proposal and are
using it as a benchmark. It's going to be hard to beat, but
we are looking.

In-State Unity Ride, still looking for Posts. They do not
have to have Chapters to be included in the ride. If you are
interested, let us know how many bikes you can handle;

if you are interested in serving snacks or dinners, please
forward it to LegionRiders@legionmail.org. | currently have
the following Posts listed, 250,15,166,325,116,82,113,21
9,173 and 238. We need approximately 65 Posts to have
three routes.

The Rally is back at OCC, and we will be raffling off another
bike.

Please let us know if you would like to get involved with any
part of the planning or operation.

Thanks to all that participate, Ride Safe; looking forward to
seeing you soon!

AUGUST 2023

VOLUME XXXII - ISSUE 1

are due to the Department by June Tst, and these can affect
your delegates at the convention.

Let's apply ourselves to the duties we agreed fo serve and
ensure that Training will be done across the state this year
on the basics. Let me ask you this; Has every officer at your
post taken a National Basic Training course (online)? It's free,
and you can stop whenever you want; it will pick up where
you left off. This course provides the “soup to nuts” of The
American Legion; please take it.

Your 2023 - 2024 Schedule

e POW/MIA Ceremony, Jacksonville
September 16, 2023
¢ “Merry Go Round”
Month of October 2023
¢ Fall Conference, Orlando
November 17-19, 2023
o Summit
»  Meet & Greet
January 31, 2024
» Classes
February 1-3, 2024.
¢ “Round Robin”
Month of April 2024
e Children and Youth Picnic
8D
e In-State Unity Ride
»  Meet & Greet
April 21, 2024
» Ride
April 22-26, 2024
¢ Rally
April 27, 2024

If you have any ideas, please share!

Thank You for what you do, and we are proud to be part of
your Leadership Team of such an excellent group!

“For the Cause, not the applause”

FLORIDA’S 3RD ANNUAL SEVEN BRIDGES
POW/MIA REMEMBRANCE DAY RIDE & CEREMONY

September 16, 2023

""'LEARN MORE: www.floridalegion.org/riders
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Americanism

Kurt Gies, Americanism Chair
americanism@legionmail.org

Initial planning has started for the
Department of Florida’s Walk 4
America! This event is to be held
between February 8th - 11th in
2024

So I'm sure you are asking, “What
is the Walk 4 America?” The
purpose of this Walk 4 America
is a celebration of this ideal of Americanism, which is further
defined in the opening to the Declaration of Independence that
states, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that
all men are created equal, that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursvit of
Happiness.” For some reason, Americanism has taken on

a negative connotation o a portion of our communities. We
need to turn that around. This event is designed to show how

Baseball Season

Terry Phillips, Baseball
baseball@legionmail.org
] Happy August To All,

el When this hits the airwaves, our
Florida State Champion will be
playing in the Southeast Regional
| Tournament in Asheboro, NC.
Hopefully, the Florida Team will
win Regionals and head to the
American Legion World Series in

Shelby, NC.

Save a Life Today

Jamie Grinis, Blood Donor Chair
blooddonor@legionmail.org

One of the most needed items
throughout the Legion family is the
donation of blood. Every Veteran
and maybe your friends may need a
pint or two this year. All Posts may
participate in this life-saving gift.
There are three main organizations
that can provide you with a bus at
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veterans are leading that charge.

The month of February 2024 is designated as Americanism
month. The “Walk 4 America” will start in Winter Garden,
FL, and travel thru the five Florida Districts (17th, 5th, 3rd, 4th,
and 6th Districts), two Florida Areas, and 17 Florida counties.
After 12 days, ending on Presidents Day, we will have hoped to
have visited 33 American Legion Posts and 3 Villages Squares
while covering 675 total miles (including walking over 286
kilometers), averaging 24km/day (14.5miles/day) walking.
But our Department Commander, Michael “Gambler” Raymond,
is asking that all 272 Florida Posts find o way to celebrate
Americanism during this period.

The visits to each Post will last about 1 hour. The goal is to
have representatives from your community, including elected
officials, your Boys State and Girl State delegates, Boy
Scouts, JROTC/Sea Cadets, Legion baseball teams, oratorical
contestants, school medal winners, Youth Law cadets, in
attendance so that they can be recognized by the local

We have had a great season, new Teams in both the Senior
and Junior divisions, new Posts, and new kids and families
participating in the Legion Baseball Program.

Thank you to those that believe in the Americanism Program
and the service we provide to the community through this
important Baseball Program.

You help to touch and change the lives of so many of our
youth and communities.

Baseball is more than a game; it is a service.

the post to set up continual donations every eight weeks. Sun
Coast, American Red Cross, or One Blood are your best bet to
donate. You may easily find the organization in your area by
using Google for your local representafive to arrange the needs
for your Post.

Please e-mail your District Blood Donor Chair the number of
pints collected each time the bus is at your post.

District Blood Donor Chairs, please forward a monthly report to

INTEGRITY % LOYALTY » PURPOSE

community and/or press. We also want you to invite any other
local organizations (like the Elks, Rotary, VFW, DAV, Marine
Corps League, Navy League, etc.) that want to help celebrate
America as we can during this 12-day period, which will end on
Presidents Day. Finally, Posts should coordinate and organize

a Blood Drive with Blood One for that day, conduct flag
retirements, and present flag grommets to Dept Chair. Basically,
we want your Post to host a HUGE celebration of America and
honor her in your own special way.

I your Post is on the proposed route, you should hear from
someone shortly to discuss defails. If you want to get involved
and be part of this Department-level event, please get in
touch with the Americanism Chair, Kurt Gies, af americanism@
legionmail.org or call him directly at 407-701-9416

Let's do something different this February and show the world
that Americans can unify around our love for this amazing
country and the freedoms and liberty it represents.

Many of the players go on to join and serve in our military
fomily, many go on to play baseball in college because of the
opportunity fo play American Legion Baseball, and many go
on to play baseball for a living in the Major Leagues.

We need your support, and we need folks that would want to
be a part of our program in a leadership role. Please contact
an Area Commissioner or me directly if you want to know
how you can get involved.

me, which includes the Post and the number of pints donated.
As the year progresses, you may be shocked about how many
people are willing to donate.

Contact your local newspapers and send them a letter or email
of the dates you will have a bus at your location. Also, send
the exact dates to your Blood Bank so that they may publish on
their calendar the activity for people to find a day and place to
donate a pint.

www.floridalegion.org
legionlink@floridalegion.org
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Preparing for Hurricanes

Bill Hoppner, Disaster Preparedness Chair
disaster@legionmail.org

Greetings to all. | hope this finds all
| of you in good health. | first want
¢i| to thank the incoming Commander
“l Michael Raymond for giving me

| the opportunity to serve as your
Department Disaster Preparedness
Chairman for 2023-2024.

As you know the hurricane season
begins on June 1 and ends on the 30 of November. Since June
1, we have had three tropical storms and one subtropical storm.
The peak of hurricane is September 10 with most of the storms

occurring between August and October.

We had a migration of 444,500 people to Florida from 2021-
2022, and in 2020 there were 185,000. That's not including
undocumented individuals. So how many new people coming to
Florida know what a hurricane is and how to prepare for one?
| would guess not too many. That's why we as legionnaires
need to educate our fellow legionnaires and the public and
help them prepare.

I've been in contact with the Department Commander, and we
will be setting up a seminar on hurricane preparedness. | would
also like to set up a meeting on Facebook for all that are
interested. This would be a good time to have one while the

General and Nursing Scholarship 2023

Shirley Douglas, Scholarships Chair
scholarships@legionmail.org

The Scholarship committee
reviewed 49 General Scholarship
packages to determine which 7
High School students would receive
the Department of Florida’s 7
General Scholarships. The students
need fo be a direct descendent of
a veteran, be in their senior year,
and attend a Florida High School.
Their parents must be Florida residents.

The four individuals that were awarded a $500 scholarship
are:

e Riley Garrison - Deland High School

e Kaitlyn Suanne Staddie - Cocoa Beach Jr/Sr High School
e Walter Folse - East River High School

e Olivia Lambert - Pace High School

Eric Colson Dyer from Joe E. Newsome High School was
awarded a $1000 scholarship.

The winner of the 52,500 scholarship is Christina Cortes. She
attended Fernandina Beach High School and was eligible for
the scholarship by the Service of her Grandfather, George
Depeder, who served in the US Army.

Christina is very active in her school and Community. She
was a Girl's State Delegate and tutor for the local Boys
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and Girls Club. She was the Model UN Vice President, United
States Constitution Scholarship Foundation Student Ambassador,
Sunshine State Scholar of Nassau County AP National Small and
Rural Town Scholar. Christina held numerous leadership roles in
her school’s sports teams.

In her local community, she was involved several local nonprofit
organizations. She participated in building homes during
weekends for Habitat for Humanity; Christina created and
facilitated activities, games, and events for residents. Her help
during the Urban Plunge Mission Trip provided assistance to

the elderly, poor, and people in need of repairing their homes.
She accomplished all of her tasks while working year-round at
Wicked Bao Restaurant. It is an honor to present this award
to Christina Cortes.

The winner of the $1,500 scholarship that is funded by the
County Veterans Services Officer Association of Florida CVSOA is
Helen King. Helen attended Leon High School and was eligible
for the scholarship by the Service of her Grandfather, William
King, who served in the US Navy.

Helen was selected to be a Messenger in the Florida State
House of Representatives in 2022. She ran errands, assisted
staff with office duties, and delivered messages to House
members. Helen is a junior American Legion Auxiliary member
and a Girls Scouts of the USA Ambassador Scout who has
eamed her Girl State Gold award. Helen was selected to exhibit
her history research project in the main hall of the Smithsonian
Institute Museum of American History. Helen received the
Presidential Volunteer Service award for her 700.5 community
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season is still quiet.

| can prep you on what you need to do before, during, and
after a storm, but you are the only one that can make the
decision and the course you take.

We have no control of the outcome of a storm but if we
prepare and listen to the directions given by the authorities we
will be that much farther ahead of the game.

In closing, | may be reached at William Hoppner on Facebook.
My cell phone number is 305-968-7979, and my email is
disaster@legionmail.org. Please don't be shy; | always seek
ideas to improve the program.

service hours.

| want to thank my committee members, Al Ashline, James
Henry, and Robert Farrell, for their assistance in reviewing
the applications. Thank you for letting me serve as the
Department’s General Scholarship Chair this year.

The Nursing School Scholarship of $2,750 is given to a
nursing student who is a US Citizen or permanent resident
entering their second year of study in an accredited Florida
Nursing School.

This year's award goes to Jenna Ferrin, a nursing student at
Palm Beach Atlantic University.

Jenna is maintaining a 4.0-grade point average, and
according to one of her instructors Jenny Nickless “lenna
truly understands what it means to provide family-centered
care and always shows compassion when interacting with
hospital staff, families, and patients during her clinical
rotations. Jenna attributes her communication skills and
passion for working with patients to her experience and
multiple volunteer opportunities she has had. She has shown
additional commitment and growth through working with
several nonprofit charity programs, including Oviedo Optimist
Club, Oviedo Medical Center, Florida Fallen Memorial,
Snowball Express, Wreaths Across America, Hope's Back to
School Bash, and Threads of Hope. She has also spent time
packaging food and supplies to send to deployed troops.”

This concludes my report.
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New FALC Student Application 2023

Jim Ramos, Florida Legion College Chair
folc@legionmail.org

The student application for December
14-17, 2023 Florida Legion College
is available on our website,

floridalegion.org/falc. It is also

included in this newsletter.

| want to Thank Department
Commander Michael Raymond
for appointing me as your Florida
American Legion (FALC) Chair.

What do you need to do to prepare for FALC?

Complete “Basic Training” online at legion.org/training.

Training must be completed within the last two years.

Homeless Veterans

Jim Burk, Homeless Veterans Vice Chair
homelessvetsvice@legionmail.org

My name is Jim Burk, and | was
recently appointed Homeless
Veterans Program Vice Chairman.
For the past eight years, | have

| been involved in a mobile outreach
to homeless and disadvantaged
veterans. This involves going out
into the woods on a weekly basis.

Child Abductions

Daryl Bass, Law & Order Chair
laworder@legionmail.org

Greetings, Legion Family,

This Month my Post (Post 80 St.
(loud) was all abuzz about a new
Movie that recently appeared in

| theatres called “Sound of Freedom.”
d Without giving it away, it is a

true sfory about rescuing children
who have been abducted for sex
trafficking. It brought me back

to my memory of a Police Officer taking a report on missing
teenagers who were presumed runaways. We would take the
information and photographs, enter it in FCIC/NCIC, and send
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Sample of Topics Covered:

o New 2023 Officer's Guide and Manual of Ceremonies

*  Legion Protocol

*  PowerPoint 101

e Parliomentary Procedure

* Resolutions

e Leadership and Mentor

* Programs Overview

e Team Building and Goals

e Development, Instruction, and Support for your District
and Department Level Training

Make sure you provide a valid email, phone number, and
address so we are able to communicate with you. Enclose your
check for $300.00* and your completed application. We will
notify you of your acceptance by November 10, 2023.

Florida’s point-in-fime count for this year indicates
approximately 3000 homeless veterans in Florida. This number
is not accurate. The count does not include day workers, people
not in camp af the time the count takes place, or veferans that
just won't cooperate. The count, while unknown, is nearer to
4000. Regardless of the fotal, we have an obligation fo help
our fellow veterans and attempt to get them the services they