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History of the Florida American Legion Riders 
 

National History 
 

In Garden City, Mich., in 1993, Chuck "Tramp" Dare and Bill "Polka" Kaledas, commander of American 
Legion Post 396, shared an idea to start a motorcycle enthusiasts’ association within the organization. 
The two longtime riders wanted an environment where Legion family members could come together to 
share a common love for motorcycles. 

Dare and Kaledas wrote a letter to Michigan Department Adjutant Hubert Hess, sharing their idea. Hess 
replied that he liked the concept and wanted to pursue it. Later, he gave Kaledas and Dare instructions 
for managing the program at the post level. He also explained how they could be approved to use the 
American Legion emblem, and how to gain Membership's support and recognition. At a regular meeting, 
Post 396 members passed a resolution for a new program to be known as the "American Legion Riders." 

Joined by 19 other founding members from their post, Dare and Kaledas were flooded with requests for 
information about their organization. They agreed to establish a central source for the Riders to ensure 
that chapters formed not as motorcycle clubs or gangs, but as Legionnaires, Auxiliary and SAL members 
joining to ride as Legion family. 

Florida Legion Riders History 

In 2002 there was talk at the Department of Florida Convention of starting a Motorcycle Riders 
Organization made up of Legion, Auxiliary and SAL member. Nothing really took shape until the Fall 
Conference in 2002 where Department Commander Clarence Hill announced the process of how to start 
a Legion Riders Chapter for those Posts that were interested. Soon after Post 75 in Crestview was the 1st 
Chapter of the Florida ALR to form, followed quickly by many new Chapters in the area and state. The 1st 
ALR Chairman (coordinator at that time) was Steve Lugenbeel from Chapter 75. The 1st meeting was held 
at the Convention in July of 2004. After a few years and growth, the need was great for Chapter By-Laws 
and rules governing patches and the distinction between motorcycle association and motorcycle club. 
The next ALR Chairman was Bill Davis from Lehigh Acres, he organized the 1st Legion Rider Run held at 
the Fall Conference in Tampa 2006. In 2007 Jimmy Lee Martin would take over and focus on a central 
email system and improving communication with all the Chapters in Florida. Also established under 
Jimmy Lee was a link for ALR on Departments webpage, District Chairman, and Post Chapter Directors. 
The ALR in Florida was growing rapidly and under Jimmy Lee Martin much needed guidance and 
organization was created. During that same time frame the National American Legion made it official and 
the ALR became a “program” of The American Legion. After the dust settled the Florida ALR regrouped 
and pressed forward. Mike Amig took over and continued to build commination from 2009-2011. He was 
followed by Bill Yabor 2011-2012, Scott Grabnar 2012-2013, Mike “Goat” Kirchoff 2013-2014, Jim Burke 
2014-2015, George Gasparini 2015-2016 and Jim Day 2016 to present. 
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THE AMERICAN LEGION NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 
 
DATE: August 5, 2016 
 
MEMO TO: Department Commanders, 

Department Adjutants, 
National Executive 
Committeemen National Vice 
Commanders 

 

FROM: Dan Wheeler, National Adjutant 
 
SUBJECT: AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS© PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Re: Resolution No. 35: “American Legion Riders as a National Program” 
Resolution No. 32: “Amend Resolution 35: “American Legion Riders as a National Program.” Resolution 
No. 11, “Rules and Regulations Governing Use of the Name and Emblems of The American Legion,” 
 
The National American Legion Riders Advisory Committee, meeting in Indianapolis March 5- 6, 2015, 
recommended to the national headquarters that additional program guidance be provided to the 
departments and posts regarding the subject resolutions. 
 
1. Patch wear and uniformity of ALR clothing and apparel. 

The American Legion has long held the position that patch wear is an intensely personal statement 
by our members, similar in tradition to the right side of the Legion Cap itself. Generally, we should 
not tell a Rider how to arrange his or her patches, or what they can or cannot wear, unless such 
arrangement or display brings discredit upon the ALR program, implies an improper association 
with an outside organization, or infringes on our trademarks. If ALR chapters or department 
programs wish to adopt a uniform dress code for vests and patches, that is their decision. National 
will not mandate a dress code other than to take the appropriate action to protect the trademarks 
of the organization. 

 
2. Councils of Clubs (CoC) affiliations. 

American Legion posts and ALR chapters do not have authority to enter into any formal 
association or club/council membership with any outside organization that may act or vote in any 
manner outside the control of The American Legion. A copy of the pertinent Resolution No. 37, 
May 4-5, 1988, is appended to this memo and available at www.legion.org/riders/resources. 

 

3. Rockers and Trademarks. 
Rockers may seem to be discouraged or unauthorized by Resolution 35 for fear of trademark 
infringement.  In fact, rockers do not violate the trademarked ALR logo and are available from 
Flag and Emblem Sales. Emblem also sells patches with custom embroidery on the field of the 
patch outside of the trademark area. Such rocker patches and lettering is outside the trademark 
image (below) and does not infringe on the mark itself. Rockers cannot encircle or touch the 
emblem of The American Legion Riders©. 

http://www.legion.org/riders/resources
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This is the protected logo artwork, available at 
www.legion.org/emblem/download for use on websites, 
Facebook pages, and other social media under the direct 
control of the post or department. No other design is 
authorized as a logo of The American Legion Riders unless 
authorized by the National Adjutant. Surrounding text or 
lettering may not encircle or touch the emblem. 

 
 
 
Examples of trademark infringement, unapproved logos, or improper display because they are different 
from the trademark. The words “American Legion Riders” are trademarked protected as is The 
American Legion logo itself. The third image has an improper (multicolored) background behind the 
mark. 

 
 
Rockers and placement of patches are sensitive in some parts of the country and may often be 
misinterpreted. The decision to wear rockers (additional patches above and/or below the main 
patch) should be left to the local chapters and/or department ALR programs consistent with local 
preference and subject to final approval of the department executive committees.  Many 
departments have developed standardizations for patch wear and rockers and have coordinated 
with Emblem Sales to help control patch sales within their boundaries. A growing number of 
programs have also dropped requirements for rockers or additional embroidery on the main patch 
(largely because of the high cost to their members). 

 
4. “Support,” “Volunteer,” and/or “Honorary” Categories. 

American Legion Rider “Supporter” status is a post or department determination granted only to 
those Legion Family members who go "beyond the call" to support the ALR 
program. Supporting, honorary, or volunteer categories are allowable—but only for current 
members of The American Legion, the The American Legion Auxiliary, or The Sons of The American 
Legion. At the discretion of the department or post the decision to provide them with limited 
voting privileges or other privileges, or an identifying “support” patch, is 
discretionary. Further, the departments and/or posts may decide to restrict any association with 
the American Legion Riders to motorcycle owners and operators only. Under no circumstances will 
non-Legion Family be offered the status of supporter, honorary member, or volunteer, since all of 
these terms imply a form of membership not defined in The American Legion national constitution. 

http://www.legion.org/emblem/download
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5. Special rules that apply to subsidiary programs of The American Legion. 

The American Legion Riders programs, like The Sons of The American Legion detachments and 
squadrons, American Legion Baseball programs and all other programs that wear identifying marks 
and names are subject to Resolution No. 11, “Rules and Regulations Governing Use of the Name 
and Emblems of The American Legion,” adopted by the National Executive Committee, May 4-5, 
2005. The American Legion has no choice or room to maneuver in the area of trademark   law, 
which requires “constant and continuous control” over all subsidiary programs wearing our 
trademarks and using our name. 
 
All programs (subsidiaries) of a post of The American Legion must meet the following 
requirements: 

1. All officers, directors, trustees, etc. must be named by the post. Elections for the Sons of The 
American Legion and The American Legion Riders, as examples, serve only to nominate the 
new slate of officers—whom are then named or installed by the post commander and/or 
the post executive committee. The post may remove and replace officers of subsidiary 
programs at will. 

2. All vacancies in the subsidiary program must be filled by the post. 
3. The subsidiary program must report to the post no less frequently than monthly. 

These reports must include financial reports, if appropriate to the program. 
4. The post treasurer or finance officer must be a signatory on all accounts. 
5. All amendments to articles of incorporation or bylaws (SOP) must be approved by the 

post. If the current text of such documents has not been approved by the post, it too must 
be so approved. 

 
All references to posts also apply to the various departments in the appropriate situations. 
 
For further information regarding the rules of subsidiaries under American trademark law, refer to The 
American Legion Name and Emblem Use and Protection Guide, available from the national 
headquarters, or contact the National Judge Advocate at (317) 630-1224.
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THE AMERICAN LEGION INDIANAPOLIS, I N D I A N A  

October 17-18, 2007 
 
Resolution No. 35: American Legion Riders as a National Program 
 
WHEREAS, American Legion Riders (ALR) was established in 1993 as a Post level activity at Garden 
City American Legion Post 396, Department of Michigan; and 
WHEREAS, today there are more than 700 The ALR groups at the Post, District and Department levels 
whose membership consists of members of The American Legion, The American Legion Auxiliary or Sons 
of The American Legion who share a common interest in motorcycle ownership and pleasure riding for 
veterans’ causes; and 
 
WHEREAS, The ALR groups exist in at least 48 states and three foreign countries and evidence a 
growth pattern over the last five years that reflects a genuine interest in ALR for both current and 
potential members of The American Legion Family; and 
 
WHEREAS, the purpose of ALR is to use their common interest and association to promote the aims 
and purposes of The American Legion as well as the promotion of motorcycle safety and awareness; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, During the 2006 and 2007 calendar years, ALR raised more than $500,000 for The 
American Legion Legacy Scholarship while at the local level ALR groups contributions were valued at 
more than 
$75,000 in contribution or volunteer hours to support the programs of The American Legion; and 
 
WHEREAS, Membership growth in The American Legion has increased in many Posts that have 
supported ALR and in some cases these members now serve in leadership positions within The 
American Legion; and 
 
WHEREAS, ALR support those serving in uniform today through participation in such activities as 
the Patriot Guard, which was founded by the Department of Kansas ALR to provide escorts for 
our fallen heroes returning from war and taking care of the needs of the families left behind; and 
 
WHEREAS, Many Posts and Departments of The American Legion have already acknowledged their 
ALR groups as a program and have established guidelines for ALR to follow; and 
 
WHEREAS, In April 2007 an Ad-Hoc Committee appointed by the National Commander met in 
Indianapolis to discuss the future of ALR as a program based on guidelines developed by the Internal 
Affairs Commission in 2003; and 
 
WHEREAS, These guidelines, which were validated with minor additions by the Ad-Hoc Committee, 
will serve as the standard under which all current and future The ALR groups will operate; and 
 
WHEREAS, As The ALR groups continue to increase in number it would be beneficial to both The 
American Legion and ALR to establish basic guidelines for consistency in all aspects of The ALR groups; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, The ALR status has been reviewed by the Internal Affairs Commission, which recommends 
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the ALR become a National program; and 
 
WHEREAS, National Finance Commission has reviewed ALR and the need for funding and insurance for 
the National organization for this program, recommends this program to the National Executive 
Committee; now, therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, By The National Executive Committee of The American Legion in regular meeting 
assembled in Indianapolis, Indiana, on October 17-18, 2007, That The American Legion adopt 
American Legion Riders (ALR) as a national program; and, be it further 
 
RESOLVED, That all The American Legion Rider groups must be a program supported by a Post or 
Department of The American Legion and shall uphold the declared principles of The American Legion 
as well as conform to and abide by the regulations and decisions of the Department, Post or other 
duly constituted Department governing body; and, be it further 
 
RESOLVED, That the following guidelines are recommended for The ALR program of The American 
Legion: 
 

1. All members of The American Legion Riders shall be current members of The American 
Legion, American Legion Auxiliary or Sons of The American Legion 

2. Each ALR member shall own a motorcycle 

3. Each ALR member shall be properly licensed and insured as required by state law 

4. All ALR members shall strive to maintain the image of The American Legion, at all times 
upholding The American Legion name and emblem, which symbolizes the integrity and 
principles of this great organization. 

5. All The ALR groups shall avoid the perception of being a “motorcycle club” or biker club”. 

6. The only recognized The American Legion Rider logo is that which is copyrighted and sold 
through The American Legion National Emblem sales. 

7. All Members will obey the motorcycle laws of their state. 

8. No use of rockers with the ALR patch because touching the patch violates trademark laws 
of the ALR patch. 

9. Sponsoring organization (Post and Department) will review liability insurance coverage to 
ensure that adequate coverage is available to cover the organization to include coverage for 
any specific special riding events; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That American Legion Rider groups shall abide by The American Legion Constitution and 
By- laws as well as the established Post and Department directives; and, be it finally 
 
RESOLVED, That The American Legion National Headquarters and the respective Departments shall 
maintain general oversight of ALR Program as regards to proper use of the name and emblem of The 
American Legion, ALR and The American Legion Legacy Run, and compliance with the National 
Constitution and By-Laws of The American Legion.
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The American Legion Indianapolis, Indiana October 17-18, 2007 
 
Resolution No. 32: Amend Resolution 35: “American Legion Riders as a National Program” 
 
WHEREAS, American Legion Riders (ALR) was established in 1993 as a Post level activity at Garden City 
American Legion Post 396, Department of Michigan; and 
 
WHEREAS, The ALR groups have since expanded to more than 1,200 local chapters in all 50 domestic 
departments and in two foreign departments; and 
 
WHEREAS, Membership in the ALR has grown to include more than 100,000 members of The American 
Legion, The American Legion Auxiliary, and the Sons of The American Legion; and 
 
WHEREAS, Resolution 35: “American Legion Riders as a National Program”, NEC, 
October 17-18, 2007 has been a guiding document for the formation of post and department ALR 
programs under the support of the hosting posts and departments; and 
 
WHEREAS, the third resolve clause in Resolution 35 contains recommended guidelines for such 
programs; and 
 
WHEREAS, The National Commander’s ALR current Ad Hoc Committee to The 
Internal Affairs Commission has identified ambiguous content regarding eligibility criteria for The 
American Legion Riders and made specific recommendations for improving such content; and 
 
WHEREAS, It is in the best interest of The American Legion to review and amend, from time to time, 
such guidelines in efforts to provide more effective direction to The American Legion Riders programs; 
now, therefore, be it 
 
RESOLVED, By the National Executive Committee of The American Legion in regular meeting 
assembled in Indianapolis, Indiana, on May 4-5, 2011, That guideline 
numbers 2 and 3 of the third resolving clause of Resolution 35: “American Legion Riders as a National 
Program”, NEC, October 17-18, 2007, which states: 
 
“2. Each ALR member shall own a motorcycle 
  3. Each ALR member shall be properly licensed and insured as required by state law” 
 
Shall be amended as follows: 
 
“2. Each ALR member shall establish and maintain membership by owning, individually or through 
marriage, a motorcycle licensed and insured as required by state law 
3. ALR programs may allow for continued membership for those members who have given up 
motorcycle ownership because of age, illness, injury, or other reasons outside the member’s control” 
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THE AMERICAN LEGION INDIANAPOLIS, I N D I A N A  May 4-5, 1988 
 
Resolution No. 37: Reaffirmation of The American Legion Policy Concerning Affiliation With Other Organizations 
 
WHEREAS, The American Legion adopted Resolution No. 6, National Executive Committee, October 10-11-12, 1952, 
concerning the affiliation of The American Legion with other organizations; and 
 
WHEREAS, The adoption of that resolution was a reaffirmation of a long-established policy of The American Legion 
which has proved its wisdom by prohibiting The American Legion from joining any such organization, committee, 
association, council, or group in which The American Legion is not permitted a full voice and vote in determining 
matters of policy of such organization, committee, association, council or group; now, therefore, be it 
 
RESOLVED, By the National Executive Committee of The American Legion in regular meeting assembled in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, on May 4-5, 1988, That The American Legion shall not be a member of, or affiliated with, 
any organization, committee, association, council or group whereby The American Legion might be committed to 
a policy contrary to that adopted by The American Legion; and, be it finally 
RESOLVED, That the National Adjutant is instructed to circulate this resolution to all Departments and National 
Officers of The American Legion on a yearly basis. 
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NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
OF 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 
May 5-6, 2021 

Virtual 
 
Resolution No. 5: Guidelines for the American Legion Riders National Program 
Origin: Internal Affairs Commission 
Submitted by: Internal Affairs Commission 

WHEREAS, American Legion Riders (ALR) was established in 1993 as a post-level activity at Garden 
City American Legion Post 396, Department of Michigan; and 

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 35: “American Legion Riders as a National Program,” NEC, October 17- 
18, 2007, Resolution No. 32: “Amendment to Resolution No. 35,” NEC, May 4-5, 2011 and Resolution 
No. 19 (NEC, Oct. 2020), Subject: “Updated Program Guidelines for the American Legion Riders (ALR) 
National Program” were guiding documents for the post and department ALR programs under the support 
of the hosting posts and departments and are combined in this resolution; and 

WHEREAS, Today there are more than 2,100 ALR chapters at the post, district and department levels 
whose membership consists of members of The American Legion, Sons of The American Legion and the 
American Legion Auxiliary who share a common interest in motorcycle ownership and pleasure riding 
for veterans’ causes; and 

WHEREAS, The ALR has expanded to more than 150,000 members, 2,100 local chapters in all 50 
domestic departments and in two foreign departments; and 

WHEREAS, The purpose of the ALR is to use their common interest and association to promote the 
aims and purposes of The American Legion as well as the promotion of motorcycle safety and awareness; 
and 

WHEREAS, Since 2014, ALR has raised approximately 1 million dollars annually for the American 
Legion Legacy Scholarship Fund while raising The American Legions brand awareness and penetration 
in their communities and promoting the American Legion Family; and 

WHEREAS, Membership growth in The American Legion has increased in many posts that have 
supported ALR and in some cases these members now serve in leadership positions within The American 
Legion; and 

WHEREAS, Many posts, districts and departments of The American Legion have acknowledged ALR 
as a local American Legion program and are tasked with establishing guidelines for their ALR program 
to follow; and 

WHEREAS, ALR supports those individuals serving in uniform today through participation in such 
activities as the Patriot Guard, which was founded by the Department of Kansas ALR to provide escorts 
for our fallen heroes returning from war and taking care of the needs of the families left behind; and 

WHEREAS, All ALR members strive to maintain the image of The American Legion by upholding 
The American Legion name and brand which symbolizes the integrity and principles of this great 
organization; and 

WHEREAS, It is in the best interest of The American Legion, through the ALR Advisory Committee, 
to review and amend from time to time such guidelines to provide more effective direction to The 
American Legion Riders programs in order to protect the trademarks, emblems and copyrights of The 
American Legion; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the National Executive Committee of The American Legion in regular meeting 
assembled virtually on May 5-6, 2021, That all American Legion Riders (ALR) groups be organized 
as programs supported by a post, department or other duly constituted department governing body 
of The American Legion and shall uphold the declared principles of The American Legion as well 
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as conform to, and abide by, the lawful regulations and decisions of their department, post and/or other 
duly constituted department governing body; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That because The American Legion owns, controls, protects and defends The American 
Legion’s intellectual property, composed of trademarks, emblems and copyrights (Emblem or Emblems), 
the following guidelines are required to fulfill protective standards: 

1. All members of the ALR shall be current members of The American Legion, Sons of The 
American Legion or American Legion Auxiliary. 

2. Each ALR member shall establish and maintain ALR membership by owning, individually or 
through marriage, a common-law marriage, a life partnership or a long- term relationship, a 
motorcycle licensed and insured as required by the ALR member’s state laws. 

3. ALR programs may allow for continued ALR membership for those ALR members who have 
given up motorcycle ownership because of age, illness, injury or other reasons outside the ALR 
member’s control. 

4. ALR programs may allow current members of The American Legion family to join ALR 
chapters as supporting members. 

5. The only approved titles for ALR officers shall be chairman and vice-chairman or director 
and assistant director. 

6. All ALR members shall maintain the image of The American Legion, protect The American 
Legion’s Emblems, which symbolizes the integrity and principles of The American Legion and 
if wearing Emblem items then the Emblem items will be American Legion authorized 
Emblems. 

7. ALR members’ vests should display the integrity, principles and values of The American 
Legion and the ALR by avoiding patches or pins with (1) explicit or offensive language and/or 
images and (2) political or partisan language and/or images since The American Legion is a 
non-partisan organization. 

8. The ALR chapter should strive to represent the virtues, values, ethics and morals of The 
American Legion in support of freedom, democracy and the safety of our citizens. 

9. Per NEC Resolution No. 37, May 4-5, 1988 ALR chapters do not have the authority to enter 
into any formal association or club/council membership with any outside organization that 
may act or vote in any manner outside the control of The American Legion. 

10. All ALR members shall obey the laws of their respective state and/or the state(s) in which they 
ride. 

11. The ALR chapter’s sponsoring organization (post, district and/or department) are strongly 
urged to review liability insurance coverage to ensure that adequate insurance coverage is 
available to insure/cover the sponsoring organization, including insurance coverage for any 
specific special riding event; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That American Legion Riders programs shall abide by the American Legion National 
Constitution and National By-laws as well as their established post, district and department directives; 
and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That American Legion National Headquarters and the respective departments shall 
maintain general oversight of the American Legion Riders program in regard to proper use of the 
Emblems of The American Legion, the American Legion Riders and the American Legion Legacy Run 
and to ensure compliance with the American Legion National Constitution and National By-Laws; and, 
be it finally 

RESOLVED, That Resolution No. 19 (NEC, Oct. 2020), Subject: “Updated Program Guidelines for the 
American Legion Riders (ALR) National Program” is hereby superseded and rescinded. 
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American Legion Riders 
 

Florida ALR has over 100 Chapters with over 4,500 members.  The membership of the American Legion Riders 
is a very diverse group, with membership open to all The American Legion Family, the program is the bridge 
that unifies the family.  By allowing each ALR Chapter to give the members the ability to manage the program 
at the Post level, the ALR has grown to record number. The Florida ALR has grown to over 100 Chapters, 
4500+ members, raised over $600,000 for Legion Family programs and communities and ridden over 1.5 
million miles in the 2015-2016 year. Some events we take pride in: 
 
• Participation in the annual Round Robin, National Legacy Run, POW/MIA Ceremony & Ride, Merry-go-

Round, In-State Unity Ride, ALR State Rally and the ALR Summit & Expo. 
• Sponsoring or participating in local Charity events and providing Community Service. 
• Supporting and fundraising for all The American Legion Programs. Supporting The Four Pillars through 

motorcycle runs and events. 
• Participation in memorial ceremonies and community parades. 
 
Motorcycle enthusiast are a very dedicated group of people.  When you combine this with the fact that they are 
Legion Family you create a win/win situation.    
 

 
Benefits of forming an ALR Chapter 

 
Fundraising/ Promoting 
Legion Riders are a dedicated and enthusiastic group within the Legion Family. Proven in the past years to be 
very effective and promoting and creating fundraising ideas that are successful in supporting Legion Programs. 
ALR Chapters are continuing to show support for Post/District/Area/Department functions that require raising 
funds for a cause or program, through an extensive communication network and a drive to support each other. 
 
Membership 
ALR members are continuing to prove to be a very successful membership resource. The ALR is made up of a 
very diversified age group of Veterans, ALA and SAL, many of whom are still active members of the work force. 
The nature of the ALR is active and vibrant and draws others into the program that have a need to fulfill the need 
to serve others through riding. 
 
Enjoyment 
The program was designed to have people work together and enjoy themselves.  It may be by working on a 
fundraiser for a local charity or it may be just a warm summer evening ride together or just sitting at the Post 
sharing stories.  It's all about members working together and playing together - it is there for them! 
 
 
*** Additional information and documents are available on the website to aid your members to grow and to be 

successful as an American Legion Rider Chapter *** 
https://www.floridalegion.org/programs-services/legion-riders/resourcesforms/ 
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	4. The post treasurer or finance officer must be a signatory on all accounts.
	All references to posts also apply to the various departments in the appropriate situations.
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