TEEN TRANSPLANT

Children’s Organ 				
Transplant
Association
Makes All the Difference for
Kelvin Jr. and Other Children
and Young Adults
Children’s Organ Transplant Association (COTA)
is a one-of-a-kind organization that puts children first.
The organization was founded in 1986 by a group of
volunteers who wanted to do something to help their
neighboring McConnell family. A few weeks after their
son David was born, he was diagnosed with Biliary
Atresia, a rare disease that causes bile to build up in
the liver. David desperately needed a liver transplant,
however, the best hospital for a pediatric transplant at
the time was in Madison, Wisconsin. Despite limited
health insurance, and the resulting increase in owed
medical bills, the McConnell family made the six-hour
trek between Bloomington, IN and Madison, WI numerous times, to prepare for their son’s much needed
transplant. Sadly, in 1985, just shy of two years old, David passed away before he had the chance to receive

a liver transplant. After this tragedy, the McConnell
family and their volunteers decided to start Children’s
Organ Transplant Association to help financially struggling families with children in need of a transplant.
Based out of Bloomington, Indiana, Children’s Organ
Transplant Association or COTA is a 501(c)3 organization that provides fundraising assistance and support
to transplant families across the nation, for a lifetime.
COTA puts together a fundraising page for the family,
and forms a volunteer team to create fundraising opportunities for transplant-related expenses. A volunteer
team typically consists of a variety of people, such as
family, friends and neighbors, and sometimes people
from the family’s religious community. Volunteer teams
create a strategy, which includes sharing the child’s
story, and putting on fundraising events within the
community. This support allows the family to focus on
taking care of their child, instead of worrying about finances. COTA also has community campaigns in which
they apply for different grants which bring in funds to
support the families. Moreover, COTA families work together to raise awareness for organ donation by sharing
their stories and inspiring others to register.
Rick Lofgren has been the CEO of COTA since 1998. He
became involved with the organization after his cousin,
who had leukemia, passed away after an unsuccessful
bone marrow transplant at age sixteen. As the leader of
this organization, Rick knows firsthand the mental and
financial toll a transplant can put on a family. At the
heart of their work, COTA values their relationship with
the 2,000+ families they support. “It’s really more what
we do with the families. We get to know them and that
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is what helps us be more successful,” says Lofgren. He
calls each family to welcome them to the COTA family,
and meets in person with approximately 25-30 families
each year.
In 2018, one of those families was the Brown family.
Based out of Elizabeth City, North Carolina, Kelvin Jr.
and his parents Sharon and Kevin, along with his siblings Emmanuel and Dwayne, are a proud COTA family
and have been positively impacted by COTA’s support.
Kelvin Brown was born with Sickle Cell Beta Thalassemia, an inherited condition that affects hemoglobin;
the protein in red blood cells that carries oxygen to different parts of the body. After years of health challenges,
sixteen-year-old Kelvin and his family were told that he
would need a stem cell transplant. At the initial consultation for the transplant procedure, the Brown family
learned how COTA could help them with fundraising
for the various transplant-related expenses they would
be facing. Sharon and her sister called COTA on April
5, 2018 and spoke with the COTA representative, who
answered all their questions and offered a sense of relief for Sharon. After signing the agreement, Lofgren
called the Brown family to welcome them to COTA.
Lofgren and Kelvin’s mom, Sharon, discussed reaching
out to different groups such as family friends, employers, neighbors, church community, and Elizabeth City
residents for help. Two weeks later, a COTA fundrais-

ing specialist traveled to Elizabeth City, North Carolina
to meet the family and their volunteer team and walk
them through the process. Within a few days, COTA for
Team Kelvin B was up and running. Over the next few
months, the team fundraised on Kelvin’s online donation page, hosted dinner sales, and t-shirt sales and donation drives, to raise money for the transplant expenses. Meanwhile, Kelvin was undergoing various pre-op
testing and thirteen days of chemotherapy to weaken
his immune system so that his body would accept the
new bone marrow. On May 30, 2018, Kelvin received
a stem cell transplant from an anonymous cord blood
donor. Lofgren remembers meeting Kelvin Jr. just a few
days after his transplant at Duke University Medical
Center in Durham, North Carolina. “When I met the
Brown family, I was incredibly impressed with their
resolve and faith. Kelvin had been through so much at
that point, but yet they each had a determination that
he would get through this… knowing there was a long
road ahead,” said Lofgren.
The stem cell transplant was successful, however “his
kidneys took a hard hit from the chemotherapy,” recalls Sharon. On June 26, 2018, just one month after his
transplant, Kelvin went into renal and respiratory failure and was placed on a ventilator and put in a medically induced coma. He was taken off the ventilator
seven days later, but within a few weeks he went into
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North Carolina. Kelvin continues to live his life to the
fullest while on peritoneal dialysis, waiting for a kidney
transplant. “I didn’t see myself needing a kidney. I am
learning to live in the moment and appreciate where
I am,” says Kelvin. Although it is difficult waiting for
yet another lifesaving transplant, the Brown family has
COTA and their volunteer team who will continue to
support them. COTA has given the Brown family hope
as well as a community of supporters. This organization is dedicated to helping families, like the Brown’s,
through some of life’s toughest moments. c
________________________________________________
Kelvin’s blood type is O+. Anyone who wishes to see
if they are a kidney match for Kelvin, please call the
Duke Transplant Center at 919-551-3965 to start the
screening process.

respiratory failure again and was once again placed on
a ventilator. Over the next month, Kelvin fought for his
life. After 26 days on the ventilator, doctors worried his
carbon dioxide levels were getting too high. They had
to make the decision to take him off the ventilator. “Either he would breathe on his own or slip away from
us. Praise God… he started breathing on his own,” said
Sharon. Kelvin continued to recover while on dialysis.
He had to relearn how to talk, eat, and walk again. He
was released from Duke University Medical Center to
the Ronald McDonald House of Durham and Wake in
January of 2019. Since regaining his strength, Kelvin has
moved home to Elizabeth City, North Carolina with his
family. With COTA’s fundraising help, the Brown family was able to purchase an adjustable bed and make
their home handicap accessible for Kelvin. “The experience with COTA has been great, they do a great job of
helping us fund medical necessities for Kelvin,” says
Sharon.
Despite the health challenges he has faced over the last
few months, Kelvin was able to graduate from high
school in June of 2019. “It was tough fighting and coming back home to walk across the stage, that was a big
day for me,” said Kelvin. “We were glad he was released
from doctor’s care to come home and participate in such
a grand occasion,” said Sharon. “This was the first time
Kelvin had seen his friends in a year.” Kelvin and his
family were living at the Ronald McDonald House of
Durham and Wake since May 2018. They finally moved
back home to Elizabeth City, North Carolina on March
23, 2020. Kelvin is studying computer aid drafting online at the College of The Albemarle in Elizabeth City,
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Get Started with COTA
The Children’s Organ Transplant Association (COTA)
can help remove the financial barriers to a life-saving
transplant. Any child or young adult 21 and younger in
need of a transplant, is eligible to apply to the program.
Additionally, individuals with Cystic Fibrosis, Sickle
Cell, and PKD can apply over the age of 21.
To get started, go to COTA.com/get-started to submit
your basic transplant information. Once accepted into
the program, a COTA representative will reach out and
provide guidance and support for the family.
COTA Provides Lifetime Support: 100% of funds raised
are available for transplant related expenses… for a lifetime.
Online Fundraising: COTA provides a free fundraising
website and tools as part of their comprehensive fundraising strategy.
Keep Your Benefits: COTA serves as the administrator
of funds so they are not considered income and will not
jeopardize assistance programs.
No Cost Services: COTA does not charge a percentage
of proceeds raised, as do most crowdfunding sites.

