ASSIGNED TOPICS FOR 2020
ORATORICAL CONTEST
Amendment 12
The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for President and
Vice-President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with
themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person voted for as President, and in
distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice-President, and they shall make distinct lists
of all persons voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-President, and
of the number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit
sealed to the seat of the government of the United States, directed to the President of
the Senate; -- The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and
House of Representatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall then be counted;
-- The person having the greatest number of votes for President, shall be the President,
if such number be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; and if no
person have such majority, then from the persons having the highest numbers not
exceeding three on the list of those voted for as President, the House of
Representatives hall choose immediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the
President, the votes shall be taken by states, the representation from each state having
one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from twothirds of the states; and a majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And
if the House of Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right of
choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day of March next following, then the
Vice-President shall act as President, as in the case of the death or other constitutional
disability of the President. – The person having the greatest number of votes as VicePresident, shall be the Vice-President, if such number be a majority of the whole
number of Electors appointed, and if no person have a majority, then from the two
highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice-President; a quorum from
the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a majority
of the whole number shall be necessary to a choice. But no person constitutionally
ineligible to the office President shall be eligible to that of Vice-President of the United
States.
Amendment 20
Section. 1. The terms of the President and Vice President shall end at noon on the 20th
day of January, and the terms of Senators and Representatives at noon on the 3d day
of January, of the years in which such terms would have ended if this article had not
been ratified; and the terms of their successors shall then begin.
Section. 2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meeting

shall begin at noon on the 3d day of January, unless they shall by law appoint a
different day.
Section. 3. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the President, the
President elect shall have died, the Vice President elect shall become President. If a
President shall not have been chosen before the time fixed for the beginning of his term,
or if the President elect shall have failed to qualify, then the Vice President elect shall
act as President until a President shall have qualified; and the Congress may by law
provide for the case wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice President elect shall
have qualified, declaring who shall then act as President, or the manner in which one
who is to act shall be selected, and such person shall act accordingly until a President
or Vice President shall have qualified.
Section. 4. The Congress may by law provide for the case of the death of any of the
persons from whom the House of Representatives may choose a President whenever
the right of choice shall have devolved upon them, and for the case of the death of any
of the persons from whom the Senate may choose a Vice President whenever the right
of choice shall have devolved upon them.
Section. 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of October following the
ratification of this article.
Section. 6. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an
amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States
within seven years from the date of its submission.
Amendment 24
Section. 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or other
election for President or Vice President, for electors for President or Vice President, or
for Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or abridged by the
United States or any State by reason of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax.
Section. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.
Amendment 27
No law, varying the compensation for the services of the Senators and Representatives,
shall take effect, until an election of Representatives shall have intervened.

Assigned Topics
The assigned topic discourse must not consume less than three
(3) minutes or more than five (5) minutes for delivery. The purpose of the
assigned topic discourse is to test the speaker's knowledge of the subject,

the extent of his or her research, and the ability to discuss the topic as
related to the basic principles of government under the Constitution.
The assigned topic shall be drawn by the contest official in full view of the
audience immediately before the last speaker begins delivery of his or her
prepared oration and will be made known to the audience and each
contestant approximately five (5) minutes prior to the time of delivery. The
topic will be on some phase of the U.S. Constitution, selected from Articles
and Sections as listed under assigned topics for the current year's contest
in this brochure.
All contestants at each contest level are required to speak in the English
language on the same assigned topic.

