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There are a few people who, without their back-
ing and support, | could not have had the year
: : that we did. First on my list is my wife Mary who,
p-martel@floridalegion.org when she could, traveled with me. She always
561-389-3765 added that extra spark. When she did not go she
This will be a short article for this month. | Wantdnvays had my clothes ready and gave me en-
remind you all of sending your post CPR's ANfduragement to do the job of Commander.
ADDENDUMOs to Headquesteo®n as possible. THANK YOU! Next is Erna Schwabe, wife of Art,
LetOs get the job done so you don't have to Wesfygiving Art the opportunity to travel with me
about it. Also, each post was sent tickets for ofiroughout this state. THANK YOU! And last, but
state sweepstakes. Please sell them and return th&t least, is my dear friend Art Schwabe, who
money and stubs to Orlando. Each Post needstibk on this job as aide. He gave up his life for
get this done also. one year to assist me in my travels. | will never be
Our State Convention is right around the corngple to thank all of them enough for what they
June 25-Z8 1 hope you have your rooms all sethave done for me.
Your members have been told about this and | knoss they say, this is the last curtain call and soon
youOre all excited about seeing old friends and '%@thts will be turned off. But my memories will

ing more about our Legion. You _have ask_ed Dep rlﬁlays be with all of you. THANK YOU!

ment to improve programs, provide new information

and give you the opportunity to attend as many of

them as you can. We have done this by having a )

class in the morning and having the same classAft Schwabe, Aide to Department Commander
the afternoon. Now the ball is in your court. Bel vould like to thank everyone | have met in the
mentor and take that new member who has join@@st year. It has been a year to remember. The

your post and get him or her to the Convention. dgdication of our Legionnaires makes me proud
them experience what the Legion is all about.  to be called, "Aid to the Department Commander

Our year is just about done. You have donebit also Legionnaire. Your thoughtfulness to Mary
good job on membership. Because | know all of y@ifl the Department Commander, Erna and my-
did the best you could means no one can ask a$§if has been greatly appreciated by all of us. The
more of you' Post programs were out Standin@.edication yOU have shown toward our Veterans,
Your chairmen and members are all 'SHINING®MMunity and our children makes me proud.
STARS'. At Convention we will be electing our néfte VA Hospital visits, Nursing Homes visits and
leaders for ©09-010. | know you will give thenf’@§é Visits were outstanding. | have memories
same backing as you have shown me this yeatht most people would not understand. | have
want to thank all of you, for your kindness, respdé@irned so much in this past year about the Le-
openness, and all the fun we had. As far as I'm c8#2n and | hope in the future I can share it with

Paul Martel
Department Commander

tter cerned my year has been the best. No one persypt- Keep up the good work. Remember, pro-

should be allowed to have this much fun. But a§'Rms are what keep the Legion the great organi-
have been saying all year long, first weOve got toZglien it is today. Without the dedication of all of
the job done then we have fun. | look forward ¥8U, we would be nothing more than the bar on
seeing and talking to you at Convention. You ha{i& corner.

given me the honor to serve you this year and | wiMay God bless you and keep you safe. Let's all
never forget your kindness. pray for our troops. For God and Country



OMust DoO Pre-Convention Requirements
Michael McDaniel, Department Adjutant

We are rapidly approaching our State Convention scheduled to be held from
June 28through the 2&t the Caribe Royale resort in Orlando, Florida. The
Official Call to the convention has been mailed to each Post, each Depart-
ment and District Officer and each member of the Department Executive
Committee. You should be receiving it soon.

The date change for the convensigredin from July to June may have
caused some confusion regarding @ et#hin our posts and districts. |
would like to take this opportunity to address some of the most frequently
asked questions.
Q: When should the post hold its annual election of officers?
A: All officers of Posts, except the Post Adjutant, Post Service Officer
and Post Judge Advocate, shall be elected and certified to the Department
Adjutant not more than ninety (90) days, nor less than ten (10) days prior to
the Annual Convention (Article X, Sectidred&fpre, Post officers must
be elected no later than Jun&.15
Q: When is the membership cut-off date for Post delegate strength at the State Convention?
A: Each Post shall be entitled to two (2) delehates(ap alternates and to one (1) additional delegate and
alternate for each additional one hundred (100) members provided that the per capita tax is paid fifteen (15)
prior to the Department Convention (Article V, SEhtoefaere, the delegate €uiff date for Department
Convention is June %0
Q: When is the latest a Resolution or Constitutional Amendment can be turned in?
A: Both resolutions and amendments must be at thenDepbeast forty (40) days prior to the Department
Convention. Keep in mind that they must be tyjpespéted,in triplicate on forms supplied by the Department
(these forms can be found on the Department website or. lyddtipresty, amendments will be sent to each
Post at least 30 days prior to the convidrgiafhore, resolutions and amendmenust be turned in to the
Department no later than Ma¥. 15
Q: Can a Post be denied its vote for any reason at the State Convention if such Post is present at the State
Convention?
A: Yes. If a post has not turned in all of their paperwork, to include the Post Officers Report, the CPR and Ac
dum, they will be required to do so before they register their delegates to vote. Additionally, any post with
standing dues or other monies owed to the Department will not be allowed to register until such debts are pe
full.
Q: What is the rule with regard to when the Districts have to have their elections?
A. District Constitutional Conferences (DCC) mdshditeni@re than sixty (60) nor less than ten (10) days
prior to the date of the Department Convention. ahe pilaee is designated by the District Commander.
Therefore, District Constitutional Cosiees must be held between Apifi &6d June X5

This year is a great milestone for the FleiidarAbegion. One of our own, Clarence Hill g& the
leading candidate for National Commander for 2009-2010. This will be the first time i~ A story of
The American Legion that a Legionnaireofiganvwll hold this esteemed position. © 3
tuned as | bring you more on this issue following the National Convention i —t

| think that the greateseducation in! the world e education which helps
one to be able to dodtright things at théime it has to be done.
~~Charles F. Kettering




Phil Hearlson John Burroughs
Department Vice Commander Department Sergeant-At-Arms
352-875-9054, phearlson@aol.com johnabd08bd@aol.com
Very soon we will be embarking on a new Legion Year. Thidune is just around the corner and we will be back in loy
is the time of year we reflect on our goals and begin to agrlando. | have been asking all year for some help, but -
sess how we are doing, a time for rethinking, renewing anghye no response, so | guess us old timers will have to do
making plans. job. We will meet Friday morning in the Grand Sierra S

Tap into the power of teaknwovolve your Legion Family. :
Post leaders have a meeting with the Auxiliary, Sons of tfAP0ut 0700 so that we can make sure the hall is ready. S

American Legion and Legion Riders. Have a Legion Famfy one would like to help please show up in uniform, we
brainstorming session. Discuss the issues that you all felshd something for you to do. | havenOt received any req
would promote growth in your Post home. Generate a list for the EDDIE HUMMER award ketw it is a little early

interest and projects. Working together you can accompligfyt don't forget. Until next month - have a good one and d

great things. _ ... forget to tell your loved ones that you love them. For God
Speaking of teamwork, it was a pleasure to serve on OTee{)nuntry

FloridaO for Clarence Hills campaign for National Cormi-
mander. For the past two years along with other team mem-
bers we have traveled to Indianapolis to host a hospitality
room for Clarence Hill. | would like to thank Bob Proctor,
campaign manager, for including my wife Peggy and | on
OTeam FloridaO.

| am sure all Florida Legion Members will share in the pride
of having a National Commander from the State of Florida.
We are all looking forward to Clarence being installed as the
90" National Commander on Audlist R@uisville.

Department Convention Banquet
Friday, June 26, 6:30 pm, Dinner at 7:00 pn
Live music provided by Lou Galterio District Constitutional Conferences

Entertainment provided by the one and only -
Billy OELVISO Lindsey DATE DIST PLACENPOST# REG TIME

Tickets: $45.00 each, contact Crystal at Headquarters May 2 14 43 8:00 am
May9 16 273 11:00 am

May 16 2 241 2:00 pm

May 16 6 53 9:00 am

May 16 7 8 9:00 am

May 16 15 111 9:00 am

May 17 11 64 9:00 am

Congratulatioishe following Posts. May23 12 163 9:00 am
They were the firsgtd their National Con- May 30 1 296 9:00 am
solidated Post Report and Department Adden- May 30 10 29 9:00 am

dum into Headquarters: 2, 6, 34, 36, 44, 63, June6 3 57 Noon

64, 108, 115, 116, 1136, 155, 170, 200, June 6 4 284 9:00 am
§§3’328552_’ 299, 314, 33), 339, 351, 354, June 6 8 150 8:00 am
We only need 90 niayduly 1st. That is June6 13 103 1:00 pm
the deadline for Nati@werds. WouldnOt it June7 5 316 8:00 am
be great to be abldtag about achieving June7 9 180 8:00 am

100% reporting!? You can do it!! June7 17 6 Noon



A photo of Stanley Geolth the Governor

and the Florida Cabitetacknowledge a (/\“)
Florida Cabinet Resolution Commemorat- W\J
ing Memorial Day 200 Stanley was d
among six represenestivf Veteran Ser- @g
vice organizations. )

Stephen Shuga
Boy Scout Program
shugaste@knology.net e & a0y

Thanks to all Posts that submitted their CPRs on time. | also appreciate the timely Boy Scogl ) iassfi™=s u »-
ceived. These reports will be reviewed, information captured, decisions made to provide appriate = ostition
and | will wrap up the 2008-2009 program year wépatfioaDepartment at the June Convention t&:clud
thereafter the write-up narrative of the past Scouting ProgramOs achievements to be reviewed by*sur Né®onal of-
fice of the American Legion for consideration as the next worthy recipient of the Frank N. Belgrano TrophgndThis wc
way to end another exciting Scouting Program year for the State of Florida.

The Talent Search continues seeking out your next BxpaBowrtChairman. To ensure a seamless transfer, we are st
ing a Legionnaire to step up to take the Scouting Program to its next level. Those interested in filling thetD&partment E
man position, please contact Carol Polk, Department Programs Director at carol@floridalegion.org

Scout units are preparing to conduct their bridging, ceossioness at all levels as the thousands of young [Soeuts pre
end one level and prepare to embark on the next. Oaly Semops and Boy Scout Summer Camps, Venturing and Exp
Excursions and will kick into high gear during the summer months.

Scout units will review their program schedules for tigesgpooinyear over the summer and prepare for the qgenditment
ods that area Boy Scout Councils and Districts hold to acquire new Scouts and their families.

| ask that our Legionnaire Posts who have Chartered and Sponsored Scouting activities to please contiroelaupportir
Children and Youth activity. For those that are seeking something new or making program changes, please consic
Charter Organization to the Boy Scouts of America for aRaek, BmuScout Troop, Venturing Crew and/or an Explorer P
It is relatively easy, requires some communication, and provides a safe haven for young boys and their fanmulies to me
the Legion and Scouting relationships in a positive manner.

| thank all Florida American Legionnaires for their past and present support to myself and the American tagion Boy
It takes many hands to make it work well. Support at every level is necessary for this Americanism Program to su
make it so by committing yourselves above and beyond the normal call of duty when working with members of the
America. For God and Country B Yours in Better Scouting




Congratulations
To all over 100%!

District/Area MemberstReport as of June 1, 2009

District/

Area Commander Goal Rec'd % Goal

4 Jim Ramos 3,813 | 4,026 | 105.59

6 Earl Friedeborn | 9,237 | 9,528 | 103.15

2 George Segrest | 1,323 | 1,357 102.57

5 Robert Brewster | 7,915 | 8,094 | 102.26
12 Carl Schneider | 8,657 | 8,713 | 100.65
16 Raymond Maya | 12,033 | 12,061 | 100.23

17 James Baker 4,343 | 4,321 99.49

15 Kathryn Ferrin 5,784 | 5,744 99.31

1 Martha Harris 6,518 | 6,430 98.65

9 Joseph Motes 4,890 | 4,743 96.99

8 Richard Francis | 9,281 | 8,992 96.89

11 David Knapp 4,867 | 4,714 96.86

3 James Troupe 1,705 | 1,645 96.48

7 Keith Holz 4,582 | 4,405 96.14

10 Larrio Walden 1,155 | 1,110 96.10

13 Frank Ward 9,796 | 9,302 94.96

14 Louis Woodward | 2,606 | 2,314 88.80
Eastern Arthur Dudley 17,894 | 18,241 101.94
Northern| Joseph Nolan | 17,776 | 18,086 | 101.74
Western | Fletcher Williams | 7,841 | 7,787 99.31
Central Mike Addis 22,399 | 22,210 | 99.16
SW Dennis Bruland | 19,077 | 18,294 | 95.90
Southern| William Hoppner | 13,518 | 12,881 95.29

Dept 97,499

Post 400 39,232 (22,048 56.20
Post 208 1,538 | 1,926 | 125.23
Totals 135,500 121,473 | 89.65

Dianne Thibodeau, Membership
D.Thibodeau@floridalegion.org

ItOs June and my year as membership chairman is endir
hope our friendship is not. | have been traveling the entire s
this year meeting a lot of interesting people. | have visited e
and every district; most several times; and close to half of
posts. IOve seen many posts with quite a unique history as
ated to it. To me, it has been a learning experience.

| hope in my travels, you have also learned from me. | triec
be helpful and informative. If you asked a question | didnOt |
the answer to, | took notes and got back to you with the ansv

Our membership report came out this week with the Dep
ment at 88.53%. Compared to the rest of National, we &
ranked 36 out of 55. Maine is at the top with 98.438% and
Philippines is at the bottath 80.118%.

Nationally, we are at 90.867% (2,274,952 strong). The t
other states with membership greater than us is Pennsylval
ranked 14 with 93.320% and New York, ranked 17 wi
92.758%.

The Florida Department Sons of the American Legion are
ing great. They are currently ranked 8 out of 55 and stand
97.309%. The Auxiliary, as of the first of May, was at 95.06%

We, the Legion; | am sorry to say, are behind. | hope it is
my fault. | can honestly say | have done my best. | know a Ic
you can also make that sttensome cannot. | also know
these are trying times so | am appealing to all of you to ke
trying. We still have time no mmembership in. We can still
make Florida OShineO. Keep calling past members who ¢
current. Keep asking your neighbors, your friends and fan
members who are eligible.

My thanks go out to all that have worked membership but
pecially to those District and Area Commanders who ha
reached 100%. There were no new ones this month but th
are four districts that only need less than 50. LetOs all worl
gether and get the job done.

Got ideas? Need help? Call or write. Just ask! | will do eve

thing in my power to help us reach the top and then some
want to meet all of you Shining Stars out there. For God
Country
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¥ ROSTER CHANGES x

0.2.8.2.0.2.0.8.0.2.0.0.0.0.0.0.2.0.9.0.9.0.8.0.8.9 ¢
Tom Fitzgerald B email fitzgerald346@aol.com
Gerald Watson B email turk@mchi.com
Post 272 rawedner@fairpoint.net
Post 302 B meetsThursday @ 6:30pm
Edward Van Buren B 2686 NWWI'&B&ce, Gainesville 32606-5345
Donald Sherry - DPSKWVA@YAHOO.COM
Post 91 B email alpost9ltrenton@yahoo.com
Wayne Minton - wayneminton@myrvmail.com
Gerry Johnson - shortgarry@yahoo.com
Dwight Fields - floridapost236@yahoo.com
Post 373 - meeting 7:00pm 4th Tuesday of Each month
Meets @ 1282 Blanding Blvd, Orange Park, 32065
Shipping address UPS 2872 Circle Ridge Drive, Orange Park FL, 32065
email- brewsterrobert@bellsouth.net
Post 21 - Dues $35.00, Email b austinpost21@embargmail.com
Edward Browder Sr. email - elbro904@comcast.net
Post 76 - meeting 2nd Wednesday @ 1:00pm
open 2nd Wed of each month (except June, July & August) from 12:00316“‘! mer Fury
2:00pm
Shipping Address UPS 11217 Fountain Lake Blvd, Leesburg, 34788-4247
Post 107 mailing address - 6443 161st rd, Live Oak FL 32060
Post 44 B meeting 2nd Thursday at 6:00pm, post meets at 809 S. Waukesha St
Post 116- Post meets at VFW Post # 10069 1774 Trout Ave. (Highland View) Port St Joe, FL 32457
Email ® dncalendine@live.com
Post 0149- email jarvisxtwo@bellsouth.net w
Post 354 B email bchc846210@aol.com
Post 63 B email alp63wg@embargmail.com e@Y
Bruno Mayewski - email b.mayewski@yahoo.com -
Roger St.Germain - helmit2320@aol.com =
Post 339 - email helmit2320@aol.com
Frederick L Hyden - 1002 Dewitt St, Sebring, 33872-2614

Uy,

ENDORSEMENTS

Phil Hearlson - Department Commander
Al Porter - Department Vice Commander
Sonny Bywaters - Dept Vice Commander

Steve Shuga - 1st District Commander
Carla Scheel - 1st District Commander
Ray Weidner - 2nd District Commander

Fletcher Williams - Dept Vice Commander
Arthur Dudley - Department Chaplain
Robert Meyer - Department Chaplain

Robert Vick - Department Chaplain
Charles Haig - Department Chaplain
Sue Mason - Department Historian
Marie Kraemer - Sergeant-at-Arms
Dale Lueck - Department Sergeant-at-Arms
Mike Addis - Department Sergeant-at-Arms
Jim Corner - Northern Area Commander
David Knapp - Southern Area Commander
Bob Koger - Eastern Area Commander
Earl Friedeborn - Eastern Area Commander
Kathryn Ferrin - Central Area Commander
Richard Francis - Southwestern Area Commander
Martha Harris-Davis - Western Area Commander

Jim Troupe - 3rd District Commander
Jerry Montgomery - 4th District Commander
Greg Lovejoy - 5th District Commander

Keith HolzN7th District Commander
Gregory Putman - 8th District Commander
Joseph Motes - 9th District Commander
Paul Boscoe, Jr. - 11th District Commander
Mark Johnson - 12th District Commander
Carl Schneider- 12th District Commander
Thomas Northcutt - 12th District Commander
Frank Ward - 13th District Commander
John Ebling - 13th District Commander
Larry Faukiner - 15th District Commander
George Paradise - 16th District Commander
Art Schwabe - 17th District Commander
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ROTC/SHOOTING SPORTS

Loretta Young, Department Chairman
We are quickly approaching the end of the year. We had a good response for the Cadet of the Year application:
responses. Having the opportunity to review these applications is very encouraging to know that we have
very outstanding young adults in this country. TheMine@nnounced and introduced at Department Convention.
| have attended many year end ceremonies at th@TacalniRprograms presenting medals and attending military
balls. There has been participation from the posts as well and | would hope that the interest would increase wi
legionnaires attending. There was a very successful Pass in Review with the program in Broward for the Superi
of Schools, Mr. Notter, that the lunch was spongmeguheett! by the 9th District and the Broward County Booster
Club.
The results are in for the Jr. Shooting Sports Championships. Florida is very excited to have two sport er winn
placed in the top fifteen shooters who will go on to the National Championships in Springs on August 4-9. Courtn
and Shayna Thompson from Oviedo H.S. NJROTC witibg icothp shoulder to shoulder match. This is out-
standing with the 22 teams that had entered in the postal match held in Feb.
I'm looking forward to the post year end reports andouvatge all commanders and chairmen to send in whatever

you have done for the year. We can be the best program in the Nation, but only with your help. Thanks to everyo




Department Convention Agenda
Subject to change

Thursday, June 25

8:00amN5:00pm Headquarters Office Caribe VI
8:00amN3:00pm Service Officer School Hibiscus
9:00amN5:00pm History Book Display & Judging Boca 5
1:00pmRN2:00pm Internal Affairs Commission Caribe 7
2:00pmN3:00pm Children & Youth Commission Boca 1
2:00pmN3:00pm New District Commander School Boca 2
2:30pmN3:30pm Time and Place Cayman
3:00pmN4:00pm Americanism Commission Boca 6
3:00pmN4:00pm Historians Association Meeting Boca 4
3:00pmN4:30pm Finance Committee Meeting Caribe 7
5:00pmN6:00pm Executive Committee Meeting Caribe7
Friday, June 26, 2009

8:00amN5:00pm Headquarters Office Caribe VI
8:00amN3:00pm Service Officer School Hibiscus
9:00amN5:00pm History Book Display & Judging Boca 5
Caucuses

7:00am B 8:00am Eastern Antigua 1/2

7:00am B 8:00am Central Antigua 3/4

7:00am B 8:00am Northern Bonaire 1/2

7:00am B 8:00am Southwestern Bonaire 3/4

7:00am B 8:00am Southern Curacao 1/2

7:00am B 8:00am Western Curacao 3/4
8:30amN3:00pkhirst General Session Grand Sierra A/D
Membership in Registration Office closed f2pm B 3pm
Introduction of Distinguished Guests

James Watson, Navy Seal

LeRoy Collins

Department Officer Reports & Awards

Department Area CommanderOs Report

Department CommanderOs Report Paul Martel
8:00amN2:30pFirst General Session Grand
Sierra A/D

Commission Reports and Awards
Americanism Commission Mike Addis
Boy Scout Award Stephen Shuga Sum
School Medal Award Helen Gaekle

Children & Youth Commission Thomas Northg
Special Olympics Award Jeffrey Druden
Children & Youth Fund John Burroughs
Time & Place Al Porter

Shooting Sports Award/JROTC Loretta Young
Blood Donor Award Fletcher Williams

Internal Affairs Larry Sheets

Legion Riders Mike Amig

12:00pm B 1:00pm LUNCH BREAK

1:00pm B 2:00pm Membedbshime Thibodeau
2:00pm B 2:30pm Committee Reports
Special Rules Terry Nolan

Credentials Committee Robert Koger
Constitution & By-kaleseph McNeil

Finance Committee Kenneth Powell
Resolutions Arthur Schwabe

Department Candidates Call

Only candidates with endorsements on file at Depart-
ment will be allowed to address the delegation.

12:00pm B 1:00pm Area/Dist CommandersO Luncheon
12:00pmN1:30pm Past Dept CommandersO Luncheon
1:00pmN6:00pm Legion Institute Grand Sierra
2:30pm - 3:30pm Division of Alcohol, Beverages &

Tobacco Grand Sierra F/IG
3:30pm D 4:30pm Legion Riders Antigua 1/2
3:30pm B 4:30pm 20/4 Bivouac Antigua 3/4
3:30pm b 4:30pm Finance Class Curacao 1/2
4:30pmN5:30pm Past Commanders Club Bonaire 1/2
4:30pmN5:30pm FALPA Bonaire 3/4
6:30pm B 10:00@dn/Pres Banquet Poolside
Saturday, June 27, 2009
8:00amN5:00pm Headquarters Office Caribe VI
Please note, th#ice will be closed during election
8:00amN9:30am Registration Caribe VI
8:00amN1:00p8econd and Final General Session
Grand Sierra A/D
Intro of Auxiliary, SAL Officers and Distinguished Guests
Prominent Speakers
Clarence Hill, Leading Candidate for National Commands
General Cullen
Commission Reports and Awards
VA & R Commission Kelton Sweet
Unsung Hero Award Kelton Sweet
Employment Award Richard Mondro
Law & Order Award Norman Sullivan
Historian Award Sue Mason
Introduction of Youth Champions
Oratorical Winner Debra Roush
Junior Shooting Sports/JROTC scholarship Lorretta Your
General Scholarship Winner Mike Addis
CVSO Association Scholarship
Continuation of Awards Presentation
OWilson Timmons Memorial AeptdOdr. Paul Martel
ODepartment Adjutant Aepd\dj, Mike McDaniel
Pauline Benson 102 yr old member
Final Report of Special Rules Committee Terry Nolan
Sponsorship Announcement
Sweeps Drawing/ Cash Grab
12:00pm D 1:00puNCH BREAK
1:00pm Election of Officers 2008-2009
Presentation of outgoing Department Commander
Announcements
Retirement of Colors
4:00pmN5:00pm Commander Class Antigua 3/4
4:00pmN5:00pm Adjutant Class Antigua 1/2
4:00pmN5:00pm Finance Class Bonaire 1/2
4:00pmN5:00pm Division of Alcohol, Beverages & To-
bacco Caribe VII
6:00pm Installation of Officers Hibiscus
7:00pmN8:30pm Reception Caribe VI

Sunday, June 28, 2009

8:00am B 10:00am Headquarters Office Caribe VII
8:00am b 8:30am JoingiRad Service Caribe I/IV
Presented by Auxiliary
9:00am - 11:00am Dept Exec Comm. Mtg. Grand Sierra .




