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Phil Hearlson
Department Commander
phearlson@aol.com

352.307.8119

The D(_apartment of Florida has their dancing s_hoeﬁhe Northern Area Ball was a special evening fo
on, which means, Area Balls and Homecomingsne a5 | am a Past Northern Area Commander.
Orlando Memorial Post 19 hosted The Eastern Arga,, ihose who ordered the lobster it was a chal

Ball on Marcht19 Eastern Area Commander Earl lenging evening, the food was delicious. Thank
Friedeborn and members of the Eastern Area did ybu, Commander Jim Comer, for a great evening
fantastic job. Thank you, Commander Friedeborn,yq gave up our dancing shoes for bowling
for allowing my granddaughter, Hayley Daughtry, iges when theh ®istrict held their bowling

assist with the ball for a school project. tournament to raise money for transportation fo
Boys and Girls State. Peggy and | had not bowle
in years, we had a great time and the next day w
had sore muscles. It was all worth it. We had &
team representing the Department of Florida.
Thanks to all who patrticipated.

>
HAPPY > .

Mother’s

———————— DAY

Mary KeHperkins, Dept. President, and | enjoyed
the celebration of our
me nt Commander , Mi ke Doo
held at Post 2&ke Placid on Aprdl 3Mike had

. let us know that he wanted a motorcycle and beiqqarch 24270, | had the opportunity to enjoy the

the good fdALegion
gave him a motorcycle.

Fami | Yonida@ofe8z8st of Bnd 10D trcts WFom & T
Miami to Key West | enjoyed visiting Posts, meet
ing new friends and visiting with old friends.
Thank you, %4District Commander Angela
Glover and tM@istrict Commander, Larrio Wal-
den, for your hospitality.

It is that time of year again; it is time to fill out
your CPR and CPR addendums. If you committe
to work the programs, then be committed to com
pleting these reports and mailing them to Depart
ment.



Al Porter
Department Vice Commander
albertporter@bellsouth.net
As May begins, our District Constitutional Conferences
will be in full swing, also most Posts will be having their
first and second nominations for new officers. Please
take the nominations of your post officers very seriously.
These are the people who will serve you for the coming
year. Choose nominees who have the best interest of the
Post and our veterans at heart. April has been very busy
attending Post functions, Area Balls and other Post
events. The Golden Eagle Dinner for the 100th Anniver-
sary of the Boy Scouts was a moving experience to see
all of the young boys from Cub Scouts to Eagle Scouts
taking part in the special event. It brought back some
memaories of my own experiences as a Cub and Boy
Scout.
Traveling around to the different posts and seeing how
muclprideour volunteers put iitathe activities that
go on in their post home is a real dedication to our veter-
ans. Each and every project, no matter how small is im-
portant to our members.
It is a pleasure to work with all of our vohwiteers
forgetting our Department Staff who continue to support

our Posts and members.

Americanism
Dianne Thibodeau
DianneThib@bellsouth.net

The following article is from the National web page (http://
www.legion.org/divisions). A lot of good information about all d
our Divisions and Programs can be found there as well as on

our own web site (http://floridalegion.org).

The Americanism Division represents one of the four pillars
of The American Legion. It is guided by a full commission that
meets three times a year. Under the direction of this commis-

sion, a wide variety of programs are lcomhmunity ser-

vice,citizenshjppatriotic values and mentoring young peo-

ple.

Programs and specific areas of work include American Le-
gion Baseball, the National High School Oratorical Contest,
Junior Shooting Sports, Boys State and Boys Nation, support
for Boy Scouts of America, U.S. Flag education and protec-
tion, support for Junior ROTC, voter awareness, naturaliza-

Ron Musselwhite
Department Chairman
Ron_seis@comcast.net

The Department Oratorical Finals was a big success il
year. The finals were on March 6 at Department Headqu
ters. The winner of the Department Oratorical is Caroli
Schechinger, a sophomore at Bishop Kenny High School
Jacksonville. Caroline will receive a $2,500.00 Scholarsl
from Department, plus a $1,500.00 Scholarship for compet
at the National contest.

The first runner up is Eric Winningham, a sophomore,
Winter Park High School, in Maitland. Eric will receive
$1,500.00 Scholarship from Department. Third place
Garrett Bruno, a senior at The Benjamin School, in T
questa.Garrett will receive a $1,000.00 Scholarship fron
Department. The two $500.00 Scholarship winners a
Shonda Richardson, a senior at LeHigh senior H.S. and T
neem Amina, a senior at Lakewood High School in St. F
tersburg.

Caroline competed at the National contest in Indianapo
on April 10th. She lost out in the quarter finals. She gaine
lot of experience this year. She will be back next year to
fend her title. See all of you at the Department Conventic
For God and Country
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May Fun Facts

1-May Day
4-National Teachers Day
9- Mothers Day
12- Nurses Day
15- International Day of Families
23- National Turtle Day
27- Golden Gate Bridge Opened
31- Memorial Day
Flower Month
National Photo Month
Get Caught Reading Month
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tion and citizenship of immigrants, along with a number of

scholarship programs

Two permanent committees of the Americanism Commis-
sion are the National Committee on Education, which offers a

Art Schwabe
Resolution Chairman

number of educational opportunities, including scholarshipdust a remindeall resolutions must be sent to Department

and teaching materials, and the C8Bubtarsivactivities

Headquarters by May 15th, 2010 in order to be considerec

Committee, which exists to monitor the activities of groug3epartment Convention. From the Legion website go to |
within the United States that potentially represent threats Main Menu, click on Legion Link and Resources, click, tr

our form of government.

look for Resolution regarding information on how to write

Also found under the Americanism umbrella is the organizeesolution. Please send the completed form to Departme

tionods

c haporGod&Country r o gr am. Thank You


http://www.legion.org/citizenship

100% +1 Goal
May 19, 2010

District/Area Membership Report as of April. 28, 201fander, Adjutant, First Vice, Third Vice, and any other mem

District/

Area Commander Goal | Recd | % Goal
4 Gerald 4,044 | 3,981 98.44
16 George Paradise | 12,147 | 11,903 | 97.99
3 James Troupe 1,655 | 1,609 97.22
17 Arthur Schwabe | 4,368 | 4,165 95.35
6 William Walsh 9,570 | 9,086 94.94
2 George Segrest | 1,376 | 1,305 94.84
8 Gregory Putman | 9,042 | 8,482 93.81
7 Keith Holz 4,440 | 4,161 93.72
12 Carl Schneider | 8,772 | 8,213 93.63
14 Angela Glover 2,314 | 2,165 93.56
15 Larry Faulkner 5,794 | 5,381 92.87
13 Frank Ward 9,365 | 8,681 92.70
1 Stephen Shuga | 6,473 | 5,988 92.51
5 Gregory Lovejoy | 8,154 | 7,517 92.19
9 Joseph Motes 4,818 | 4,411 91.55
11 Paul Bosco 4,757 | 4,287 90.12
10 Larrio Walden 1,095 949 86.67
Central | Kathryn Ferrin | 22,381 | 21,445 95.82
Northern | James Corner | 18,221 | 17,272 94.79
Eastern | Earl Friedeborn | 18,342 | 17,299 94.31
SW Richard Francis | 18,407 | 17,163 93.24
Western | Martha Harris 7,849 | 7,293 92.92
Southern| David Knapp 12,984 | 11,812 90.97

Dept 92,284

Post 400 22,248 | 16,878 | 75.86
Post 208 1,942 | 1,647 84.81
Totals 132,000|110,809| 83.95

Robert Brewster, Membership
brewsterrobert@bellsouth.net
Well, we are now down to less than 2 months in-the 20C(
2010 calendar year. | strongly urge each and every Post C

on or off the Post membership team to immediately contact
of |l ast yearés members who
them to renew. What good does it do to sign up hew memb
this year and |l et | ast year
have a personal contact with our Post, whether we have a F
home or not.

| have mentioned in many of my speeches this year acrc
this great state that the American Legion membership has b
steadily dropping in the ld€1 §ears. This phenomenon is
happening in all the major veteran organizations. Each &
every one of us must do our part to stop this. We scream ¢
holler and complain when something happens to our benef
but the way to stop this problem is to increase membersl
which will give our National Commander a much stronger vc
in Tallahassee and in D.C. If you come across a member v
has been a member for years, and he or she is down on tt
luck, or their health is declining, get the Post to pay for th
membership this year. Have a fund raiser for that purpose.
one needs to know who they are except those who are pers
ally involved. Have we forgotten the American Legion mc
iveterans Hel ping Veterans.
Again, | would like to clear up an issue that small Posts a
small Districts have an advantage in reaching their member:
goals. Then why do we have large Posts, medium size Po
and small Posts doing so well? The more members you he
the more help you have, and the more you can do. | have b
a Commander at a large Post, and now | am the Commande
a very small Post which is growing rapidly. | forgot to ment
that the large Post also grew rapidly when | was their Co
mander.

At this time | wish to thank all the Posts, Districts, and Are

which | have visited during this past year. | felt like | was be
treated as a member, not just a visitor. This is true about
with the exception of one. | wish all of you much success in
rest of this year and in the coming years. We are memb:
together in the largest, oldest, and best veteran organizatiot
the world. Again, if | can be on any help whatsoever, cont
me for | will continue to work right down to the end of the C
vention. For God and Country




Legislative Report e on
Stanley Gold, Chairman e o
7864232458

On April I5as Department Legislative Chairman, | was invited to see the Preside
States of America while he was in Miami. At this affair | was able to thank Congrt
Meek not only for all of his support for veterans but also for securing a meeting ro
for Department to hold our Congressional lunches at no cost to the Department
years.

On April 21 was able to attend the Florida Legislation 2010 Military Appreciation Day in Tallahassee. At this event N
Douglas Burnett, Adjutant General of the Florida National Guard, was honored.

The American Legion confident health plan wondt harm

Among the concerns raised about the recently passed health care reform law was its impact on military Retases and
suringly, numerous sources have indicated and continue to indicate that VA and DoD health care will notaltle affectec
care reform bill that became law.

Currently, veterans who receive health care can be split into three groups: those who use VA services; tfarse who
some VA care, but also have private coverage; and those who are uninsured and not eligible to receive al/Aecessar
Sources have promised the Legion that all three groups won't be adversely affeceecbfyrinealth

Chiefly, the Legion has been given verbal and written assurances that veterans and dependents who use VA or C
grams would see no changes in their care. VA care and TRICARE programs meet the individual responsibiliti} require
and therefore exempt service members, military retirees and their dependents from any penalty.

Veterans who fall into the second-ginogp who are eligible for some VA health care but also have privedectikgeathge
Americans in that they can keep their current-bagedygians. But, starting in 2014, these individuals may havie the opt
buy a plan through stateinsurance exchanges. Veterans who currently pay for individual insurance could kieep their p
into a plan offered in the exchange. American veterans, like all Americans, might be eligible for subsidixédicgeerage |
based on their income level.

The third groupninsured veterangould be eligible for Medicaid, which will be expanded to include all Amearitders who 1
the governmeaéfined poverty level. Those with an income higher than the poverty level but without agresglaa emplo
coverage can obtain a health plan through one cbpieratimdecexchanges.

VA Secretary Eric Shinseki and Defense Secretary Robert Gates both gave assurances that VA and militargthealth s
be affected by healéine reform."Fears that veterans' health care and TRICARE will be undermined by the heaith reforr
are unfounded,” Shinseki said on the day of the vote in the House of Representatives. "I am confidentitfupotieel legisla
on will provide the protections afforded our nation's veterans and the health care they have earned through their servic

"As Secretary of Defense, the health ameingetif America's men and women in uniform is my highest priority," Gate
said on the day the vote took place. "Our troops and their families can be reassuredatieatetfoennéedfislatiomdpei
passed by the Congress will not negatively impact the TRICARE medical insurance program, as it already anekets the
minimum benefit standards."”

Additionally, all veterans who receive care at VA facilitiesclomremtadedisabilities will see no change inrthoss, se
sources say. Health insurance reform will not take away existing coverage or limit eligibility under any VA or DoD prog

Said The American Legion National Commander Clarence E. Hill, responding to passage of the bill: "I havellgeen ass
by the President, Secretary of Defense, VA secretary, Speaker of the House, majority leaders, and numeroeg-other se
resentativesas has National Commander David Rehbein befloa¢ ma¢hing in the national health care reform ledislation

change current DoD and VA foaadteligibility or practices."

ROSTER CHANGES

Post # TitleName New Info

221  Adjutant_enora Ellison 331 Evergreen Ave, Niceville, 32578, 850.729.7044, ellison7044@cox.n
186  AdjutantDaniel Cox 8126 River Point Drive, Spring Hill, 34607, 352.200.6766, dancox@mail.
248 CommandeRolando Morgado, Jr. 3915 Fountaineblue Dr. Tampa, 33634

248Adjutanteddie Diaz 301 N. Bradford, Tampa, 33609, 813.263.54332868

249 info@post248.com

90 Mailing Address 4720 SW TAve Ste 122, Cape Coral, 33904

CVSOHillshorough Frank Storm, 10119 Windhorst Rd. Tampa, 33619, 813.975.2181,

813.975.2187, stromf@hisslboroughcounty.org



Stephen ShugaBoy Scout Prograinshugaste@knology.net
Robert AiBBowSsoutPmogramvvcaller@msn.com
As you have probably heard by now, Steve Shuga, the Department of Florida Boy Scout Chairman, and 1st |
mander was in a serious car accident on Sunday March 21, 2010. He had a hip injury, both legs broken, and a
The latest report that | have heard is that he will undergo at least six months of rehabilitation.
Let's us remember Steve and his family during these difficult times. It is important that we as Legionngires supp

family during these difficult times with our prayers.

Allow me to introduce myself. | am Robert "Bob" Scott, the Assistant Department Boy Scout Chairman. | havarserveificer,a Post
1st Vice Commander, and Commander for American Legion Post 77 in Inverness, FL. At present |-boasgifeing atbtheid |
am also the editor of the Post 155 newsletter "The Scuttlebutt”. | have served as Sgt at Arms for the dét Destnicinenolf ah@réice
Commanders. | am also the 4th District Boy Scout Chairman. For the past year | have served as the CommiBemtOhaomandor Boy
in Homosassa, Florida.

On March 22nd, | received a phone call from Department Commander Phil Hearlson asking if | would step erpo&@bfitréloke remai
Shuga term as Department Boy Scout Chairman.

I am looking forward to meeting and working with you to achieve our programs and goals together.

If you have a specific problem or problems and need assistance, please feel free to contact me. My mailisgViddeelys3sré272 Ea
Inverness, Florida 34452. My home phonr8d82Z3 and my cell phone i4222891. You may contact me by email. Madelnesib
is wvcaller@msn.com

If you are chartering a Boy Scout Troop, please take an active interest in your troop. Let's make the 109tBcAntsvengaay tf Bo
remember.

Please let's remember the Shuga family in our prayers and pray for his speedy recovery.

May you have a nice day today and better day tomorrow. For God ¥ndr€aqutcputing
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Department Convention Proposed Agenda Caucuses
The Caribe Royale Junr242010 2:30pnii 3:30pm Eastern Area
AGENDA SUBJECT TO CHANGE 2:30pnii 3:30pm Western Area
Thursday, June 24, 2010 2:30pnii 3:30pm Northern Area
8:00ard 5:00pm Headquarters Office 2:30pnii 3:30pm Southwestern Area
8:00ani 5:00pm Registration 2:30pm 3:30pm Southern Area
8:00ard 3:00pm Service Officer School 2:30pnii 3:30pm Central Area
9:00ard 5:00pm History Book Display/Judging 3:45pnii 4:45pm Legion Riders

& APatriotism t hr o@45pn A45gm0 Co h00% sltawards
1:00pré 2:00pm Internal Affairs Commission 4:30prd 5:30pm Past Commanders Club
2:00pré 3:00pm Children & Youth Commission 4:30pré 5:30pm FALPA
2:00pré 3:00pm District/Post Commanders 4:00pni 5:30pm 20/4 Bivouac
Public Relations Course 6:30pnii 10:00pm Commander / Presi dent

2:30pré 3:30pm Time and Place Saturday, June 26, 2010
3:00pré 4:00pm Americanism Commission 8:00aré 5:00pm Headquarters Office
3:00pré 4:00pm Historians Association Meeting 8:00aré 9:30am Registration
3:00pré 4:30pm Finance Committee Meeting 8:00am Second and Final General Session
5:00pré 6:00pm Executive Committee Meeting 4:00pré 5:00pm Commander Class
Friday, June 25, 2010 4:00pré 5:00pm Adjutant Class
8:00ard 5:00pm Headquarters Office 4:00pré 5:00pm Division/Alcohol, Beverages & Tobacco
8:00ani 5:00pm Registration 4:00pni 5:00pm FALPA
8:00ard 3:00pm Service Officer School 6:00pm Installation of Officers
8:00ard 3:00pm First General Session 7:00pré 8:30pm Reception
9:00ard 5:00pm History Book Display/Judging Sunday, June 27, 2010

& APatriotism t hr o8:0Q0&n W0OGarHeaGquartere Gffice
12:00p@1:30pmPast Depart ment Co mma n&0fanisBB0am u n ¢ hleirt Religious Service
1:00prd 6:00pm Legion Institute Presented by Auxiliary
2:30pm--3:30pm Division of Alcohol, Beverages & Tobacc8:00ar@ 11:00anDepartment Executive Committee Meeting

To be upset over whait







